
Stuck for Christmas present ideas? 
 

What to buy for someone who has everything? 
A gift for someone who has nothing 

 

On sale after all masses on 14 - 15 November 

Feed My Lamb Uganda Gifts 
 £5 - Transports a Child to Fort Portal 

 £10 - Buys Tilapia and Catfish 

 £20 - Buys Sewing Machines 

 £40 - Buys Dairy Cows 
  

If you are a Tax Payer PLEASE consider gift aiding your 
donation  - it makes a huge difference to us 

 

Simply select the gift you would like to give, then choose the gift card you wish it to be presented in.  
You will receive a gift card, an envelope and the appropriate gift voucher. 

Card 1 Card 2 

St Nicholas Catholic Church, Boldmere
Address: 243 Jockey Rd., Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5US
Telephone: 0121 354 1763   Email: stnicholasrc@btinternet.com
Website: www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk
Parish Blog: www.stnicholasboldmere.wordpress.com
Facebook: St Nicholas Church, Boldmere

Parish Priest: Fr Allen Morris  E-mail: frallenmorris@gmail.com
Parish Safeguarding contact: Mrs Ann Foulds (0121 355 7892) 
Our Parish is part of the Archdiocese of  Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216

3-5pm beginning in the Benedict Room) NB The 
usual 4th Sunday time of Exposition and Evening Prayer 
will begin at 5pm, after this time of recollection not at 
the normal 6pm, and those attending the Recollection 
Time are welcome to stay for it, but it will be a separate 
‘time’/event.
FIrst Holy Communion families rota Over the 
coming Sundays the families preparing for their 
children’s first Holy Communion next year will be 
taking the lead in the presentation of the gifts during 
Mass. Please keep the parents and children in your 
prayers. The Rota is available in the porch and on 
our parish website (on the First Holy Communion 
page under ‘Join us’.)
The Year of Mercy begins on December 8th. 
There will be the usual morning Mass at 10am, but 
it will be preceded by a time of Exposition, from 
9am  to mark the moment of Pope Francis’ opening 
of the Holy Door of St Peter’s in Rome. 
50/50 Club The winners for this month are Brian 
Devlin (no 87) 1st prize; Bev Milman (no. 34), 2nd 
Prize; George Walters, (no. 15) 3rd prize. If you 
want to join now ready for the bumper draw in the 
New Year, please collect an application form from 
the porch.
All servers are asked to come to a training session 
in the church from 5-5.45pm on Wednesday 25th 
November, to ensure that all servers are ‘singing 
from the same hymn sheet’ when serving; discuss 
a rota for servers, and a Christmas celebration to 
thank servers for their service of the parish.

Masses   Week of the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
S 21 1800

CHRIST THE KING
 Office Week II

Mark Foster & Isobel Woulfe RIP

Su 22 0900
1100

Jessie Redmond RIP (Redmond)
Harry MItchell RIP (O’Sullivan)

M 23 0930 Nora Durbrage RIP (Cassera)

T 24 1000 St Andrew Dung-Lac Holy Souls

W 25 0930 George Waterson (Anne)

Th 26 0930 Mary O’Riordan (O’Riordan)

F 27 1900 For all the deceased (Frank Fegan 1st Anniv)

S 28 1800 1st SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT
 Office Week II

Tommy Quinslik RIP (GIll)

Su 29 0900
1100

Evelyn Coffey RIP (Drozd)
Leith Salmons RIP (Salmons)

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Evening Prayer, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6-7pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement.

Nourishing prayer at home: see back page for suggestion.

Please pray for sick parishioners including Tess Carneiro; Anna 
Smith; Conleth Maher; Anne Gallagher; Fr Patrick Shanahan; Sean 
Finnegan; Mary Williams; Bernie Morton; Joan James; Bridie Moffitt; 
Lea Burke; Mary Burgess; Kathleen Cecil; Ron & Elfreda Walk; Audrey 
Waterson; Brenda Davies; Sarah Johnston; Doreen Jones; Simon 
Gallagher; Tony Lawlor; Timothy O’Regan; Michael McDermott; 
Rachael Gallagher; Mary Gilnagh; Michael Green; Pat Wenbeck, 
Joseph Steer. Please pray for the dead including Margaret Dines 
who died recently and whose funeral is at Streetly Crematorium on 
Thursday at 3.15pm, and those whose anniversaries are at this time, 
including Mark Foster, Jane Ball, Samantha Wilson, Susan Hutchinson, 
Sohan Sanghera. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them.

The New Parish Website  
was launched this week. It is not yet fully populated, but marks a 
real step forward in what is presented and how.

Thank you very  much to Brian Tomlinson for all his work in keeping 
the old website going, and for pushing to get this new one underway. 

Most everything that was on our website before is up there  again, 
plus a lot more. So do take a look.

All leaders of parish groups (and other groups meeting in the parish) 
are warmly invited to contact Fr Allen to learn how they might get 
their own page to share more easily information about themselves 
and their group. (Details of what is needed and what might be done 
are given on the parish blog - see the posting for 
Tuesday 17th November).

Parish News & Events
Today Sunday 22nd: Recollection time for parish ministers 
in preparation for the Year of Mercy and for Advent. All ministers of 
the liturgy (Welcomers, musicians, servers, Readers, Ministers of Holy 
Communion and others) are invited.... and other parishioners too! 
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A parish Pilgrimage:  
To Rome for the Year of Mercy
Monday 29 February – Friday 4 March 
2016. Visit the great Basilicas, and the 
great Door of Mercy at St Peter’s, and, 

have supper with Fr Van!  £599. Full 
details on noticeboard and 

parish blog. 
Book direct  

with 
  Pax Travel:  

0207  
853003.

Dear Parishioner
Advent and Christmas are coming 
- and so it is almost time too for the 
Parish Gift weekend.
The Annual Parish Gift Fair is being 
held this year in the parish school hall 
after the Sunday Masses on Saturday 
28th and Sunday 29th November.

The proceeds this year will go to the 
refurbishing of the porch and entrances 
to the Benedict and McEvilly rooms. 
Gifts for the stalls may be left after 
Masses in the box in the Church porch. 
Also the School will be open from 
11.00am to 1.00pm  on Saturday 28th 
to receive items  and also to get the Hall 
ready. As already noted help on the 

stalls and getting the Hall ready would be 
appreciated!
In addition, following the tradition of 
the parish, you may wish to make a cash 
donation to the Fair and the works that 
are planned. If so, please make use of the 
yellow envelope in your box of offertory 

envelopes, if you have one; or by using 
one of the special Gift envelopes that 
will be available in the porch. These 
envelopes can be put in the box at the 
Gift Weekend, or returned with the 
normal Sunday offertory collection.
Most important of all though, come 
along and enjoy yourself, and the other 
members of the parish.

Your help needed to supply the stalls with 
Cakes   Books     Christmas Gifts/ China/Glass/ Jewellery      

Piety Stall     ‘Soft Toys’ Tombola    Adult Tombola 
Whiskey for Gaelic Coffee    Raffle prizes

A date for the Diary Fr Gabby, our 
Dean, is coming to the parish to the 
6pm Mass on Saturday 5th December to 
formally install Fr Allen as Parish Priest. 
Following the Mass and induction 
there is a celebration in the school hall. 
If anyone can help with providing a 
pudding or cake please sign the list in 
the porch or phone 355 4841 for more 
information.
Baptism Preparation  The next 
parish Baptism preparation course 
begins on Saturday 28th November (last 
before the new year (11.30-12.30) in 
the Benedict Room (behind the church) 
Those wishing to attend are asked to 
contact Fr Allen beforehand. 
Christian Aid carol singing on 
Boldmere High Street. 10am-1pm on 
Sat 19 Dec, meet outside The Bishop 
Vesey

Good reading for children and 
their families - and for all...
Please see the selection of books that  
is on display - and for sale - outside 
the repository. Sunday Missals RRP 
£16.99, on sale for £11.00 

Knit&Natter Thurs, 2-4pm, Benedict Rm. 
Coffee morning Weekly after Tuesday 
10am Mass.

Deanery/Diocese News 
Erdington Abbey Christmas Fair 5th 
Dec at 10am
Abbey Catholic Primary School 
choir will be on air in the Free Radio 
Christmas Stars Competition on Mon 
23 – Fri 27 Nov. Please listen and vote at 
freeradio.co.uk/Christmas-stars  Voting 
finishes at 12pm on Friday 27 Nov.

Other News & Events
Faith learning and Vulnerability. 
A lecture by Professor John Sullivan 

Come to Boldmere 
Deli on the 

Mondays of Advent 
at 7pm - and bring 
a friend who is not 
a Christian, or is 
taking a ‘rest’ from 
practicing their faith.
Music, mince pies, and 
chat about Christmas 
and faith offer a 
gentle way in or a 
gentle way back to 
Christian living.
Each session includes 
a presentation by a 
local Christian Leader 
- Fr Allen is  there on 
Monday 14th. Come 
to one or all of the 
sessions as you choose 
- but do try to bring 
someone who might 
be helped to faith. 
They could be very 
grateful you made the 
effort to bring them....

Advent & Christmas Dates 

Weds 16th Dec  
Advent Reconciliation Service at 7pm 

Sun 20th December  
Carol Concert at 4.30pm

Christmas Eve, Thurs 24th Dec
• Children’s Mass at 4pm
• Mass during the Night at 10pm

Christmas Day, Fri 25th Dec
Mass at 9am, 11am and 6pm

Thurs 31st Dec 
Mass at 11pm

Fri 1st Jan (Mary Mother of God) 
Mass at 12 noon

Sunday 22 Nov. Tea from 1.30pm - Talk 
at 2pm. Birmingham University Catholic 
Chaplaincy, Newman House, Harrison’s 
Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 3QR



In Communion 
with Christ

The eating and drinking 
together of the Lord’s 
Body and Blood in a Pas-
chal meal is the culmina-
tion of the Eucharist. 

The assembly is made 
ready to share in this ban-
quet by a series of rites 
that lead from the Eucha-
ristic Prayer directly to the 
Communion. 

The themes underlying 
these rites are the mutu-
al love and reconciliation 
that are both the condition 
and the fruit of worthy 
communion and the uni-
ty of the many in the one. 
These themes are symbol-
ised at both the natural 
and the sacramental level 
in the signs of bread and 
wine now become the 
Body and Blood of Christ 
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When we receive Christ in the bread of life and the cup of salvation, we do 
indeed receive him entire, body and soul, his humanity and his divinity. 

He gives us himself to draw us into communion with himself. He gives himself 
as gift and we are invited to give ourselves to him in response. There is no com-
pulsion, but there is the invitation not just to receive communion but to be in 
communion.

This Holy Communion is not just between Jesus and any individual. It is be-
tween Jesus in his union with the Father and the Spirit, and us in our union 
with each other. We are invited to share in the communion between God and 
the Church. And there is more yet – for the Church is called to invite others, in-
deed the whole world, to enter into this same 
communion. Not sacrificing our diversity, but 
entering into a quality of relationship which 
enables us to recognise in each other a broth-
er, a sister, a child of God.

This is a focus of the Communion rite as a 
whole: Our Father; the exchange of the Sign of 
Peace and the act of receiving Holy Commun-
ion itself. The Church’s teaching stresses this is 
not a private act but a communitarian act.

This communitarian dimension gets as spe-
cial focus in the Communion Procession. The 
Church asks us to make a sign of reverence as 
we go forward to receive Holy Communion. 
Our Bishops have stipulated that in England 
and Wales the sign we are to make is to pro-
cess reverently together. This is a challenge! 
How do I process? Mindful and respectful of 
others? Or pushing my way to the front? Do I 
have a sense, as the Church encourages us to 
recognise, that this procession is something 
we all do together? Or do I focus only on my 
own prayer? These are questions each one 
should ponder but also the parish as a whole. 
For although the quality of our communion 
is something we each contribute to, it is also 
something we do together and for which the 
community as a whole needs to take its prop-
er responsibility.An extract from a resource of the Liturgy Office of  

the Bishops Conference of England and Wales

Apostleship 
of Prayer: 
Pope Francis’ 
November 
intentions
Universal:-
EXPERIENCING THE MERCY 
OF GOD That all may experi-
ence the mercy of God, who nev-
er tires of forgiving.

For Evangelization: FAMI-
LIES That families, especially those 
who suffer, may find in the birth of 
Jesus a sign of certain hope.

Daily Prayer: Each morning 
pray  ‘Jesus I offer my day to you’ 
- then live your prayer as best you 
can. In the evening review the day, 
to give thanks and say sorry. 

Reflection
• What difference does it make 

that Mass is something we 
celebrate together as a com-
munity united with the whole 
Church?

• How do the readings of the 
day prepare me for the recep-
tion of Holy Communion?

• How does being joined with 
Christ and the Church in the 
offering of the Eucharistic 
Prayer affect my sharing in 
Holy Communion?

• Where do I find it most chal-
lenging to live my communion 
with Christ? 

• How do I bring these difficul-
ties to prayer?

Why don’t you?
• Read and reflect on the sto-

ry of Jesus washing his dis-
ciples’ feet (John 13: 1–15). 
Do what I have done for you…

•  Consider how we are fed by the 
Lord at Mass and elsewhere.

Laudato Si’ - a spirituality of care 
Education, aimed at creating an “ecological citizenship”, is at times limited 
to providing information, and fails to instil good habits. The existence of 
laws and regulations is insufficient in the long run to curb bad conduct, 
even when effective means of enforcement are present. If the laws are to 
bring about significant, long-lasting effects, the majority of the members 
of society must be adequately motivated to accept them, and personally 
transformed to respond. Only by cultivating sound virtues will people be able to make 
a selfless ecological commitment. A person who could afford to spend and consume 
more but regularly uses less heating and wears warmer clothes, shows the kind of 
convictions and attitudes which help to protect the environment. There is a nobility in the 
duty to care for creation through little daily actions, and it is wonderful how education 
can bring about real changes in lifestyle. Education in environmental responsibility can 
encourage ways of acting which directly and significantly affect the world around us, 
such as avoiding the use of plastic and paper, reducing water consumption, separating 
refuse, cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, showing care for other living 
beings, using public transport or car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary 
lights, or any number of other practices. All of these reflect a generous and worthy 
creativity which brings out the best in human beings. Reusing something instead of 
immediately discarding it, when done for the right reasons, can be an act of love which 
expresses our own dignity.                                            Laudate Si’ is available for sale in the porch.



Readings for Mass today
First reading: Daniel 7:13-14
I gazed into the visions of the night.
And I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven,
one like a son of man.
He came to the one of great age 
and was led into his presence.
On him was conferred sovereignty,glory and kingship,
and men of all peoples, nations and languages became 
his servants. His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty 
which shall never pass away, nor will his empire ever 
be destroyed.

Psalm 92:1-2,5
The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed.
The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed;
 the Lord has robed himself with might,
he has girded himself with power.

The world you made firm, not to be moved;
your throne has stood firm from of old.
From all eternity, O Lord, you are.

Truly your decrees are to be trusted.
Holiness is fitting to your house,
O Lord, until the end of time.

Second reading: Apocalypse 1:5-8
Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ, the faithful 
witness, the First-born from the dead, the Ruler of the 
kings of the earth. He loves us and has washed away 
our sins with his blood, and made us a line of kings, 
priests to serve his God and Father; to him, then, be 
glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. It is he who 
is coming on the clouds; everyone will see him, even 
those who pierced him, and all the races of the earth 
will mourn over him. This is the truth. Amen. ‘I am 
the Alpha and the Omega’ says the Lord God, who is, 
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.

Gospel Acclamation: Mk 11:10
Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father 
David!

Gospel: John 18:33-37
‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Pilate asked. Jesus 
replied, ‘Do you ask this of your own accord, or have 

others spoken to you about me?’ Pilate answered, ‘Am 
I a Jew? It is your own people and the chief priests who 
have handed you over to me: what have you done?’ 
Jesus replied, ‘Mine is not a kingdom of this world; if 
my kingdom were of this world, my men would have 
fought to prevent my being surrendered to the Jews. 
But my kingdom is not of this kind.’ ‘So you are a king 
then?’ said Pilate. ‘It is you who say it’ answered Jesus. 
‘Yes, I am a king. I was born for this, I came into the 
world for this: to bear witness to the truth; and all who 
are on the side of truth listen to my voice.’
The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
you gave us your Son, 
the beloved one who was rejected, 

the Saviour who appeared defeated. 
Yet the mystery of his kingship  
 illumines our lives.

Show us in his death 
the victory that crowns the ages, 
and in his broken body 
the love that unites heaven and earth.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
© 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent.
The readings will be Jeremiah 33:14-16/ 
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2/Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 .

On the Sundays of Advent we will use the first Common 
Psalm (Psalm 24) provided by the Church for the season. 
The words and chant will be in next week’s newsletter. 

Make use of the Sunday readings in daily prayer to 
help you participate more fully in the Mass, and find 
greater nourishment in the Bread of the Word. The 
Sunday readings are posted daily, in turn, on the parish 
Blog. Sign up there to get them sent directly to your 
smartphone or PC for use in daily prayer.

Ecce Homo Arch, Jerusalem.


