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Masses   Week of the 3rd Sunday of Advent
S 12 1800 3rd SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT
 Office Week III

Esther Burke RD (Burke)

Su 13 0900
1100

Holy Souls
Peace in Middle East

M 14 0930 St John of the Cross Mick Galvin RIP (Sterling)

T 15 1000 Joe and Michael Gavin RIP (Gavin)

W 16 0930 George Montgomery RD

Th 17 0930 NB no parish Mass today

F 18 1900 Peter Wood Ints

S 19 1800 4th SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT
 Office Week IV

Joe Johnson RIP

Su 20 0900
1100

Edmund  RIP (Hennessy)
Carol McCrohan (Duigan

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Evening Prayer, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6-7pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement.

Nourishing prayer at home: see back page for suggestion.

Please pray for sick parishioners including Pauline Venables; 
Tess Carneiro; Anna Smith; Conleth Maher; Anne Gallagher; Fr 
Patrick Shanahan; Sean Finnegan; Mary Williams; Bernie Morton; 
Joan James; Bridie Moffitt; Lea Burke; Mary Burgess; Kathleen 
Cecil; Ron & Elfreda Walk; Audrey Waterson; Brenda Davies; Sarah 
Johnston; Doreen Jones; Simon Gallagher; Tony Lawlor; Timothy 
O’Regan; Michael McDermott; Rachael Gallagher; Mary Gilnagh; 
Michael Green; Pat Wenbeck, Joseph Steer. Please pray for the 
dead including Mary Cooper, Teresa Keane, and those whose 
anniversaries are at this time. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon them.

Receiving and sharing the Mercy of God 
A key part of the Year of the Mercy is the celebration of the Sacrament of Confession. This coming 
Wednesday at 7pm we have our regular Advent parish celebration of the Sacrament. We make our 
confession privately - and it is expected that we will have a number of priests from local parishes present 
to assist with the hearing of confessions. But we come together to do this. This gives us a stronger sense 
of being part of a community called to holiness: all 
of us struggling with our sins but united, strong in 
hope of God’s mercy and God’s help.
Many people seem to celebrate this Sacrament 
less regularly than previously, which presents a 
particular challenge to those parents who are 
preparing their children for the Sacrament. It is 

easy for children to spot when we say something 
is important but our practice suggests we think 
only that it is important for them!
The Sacrament is about the forgiveness of sin, but 
also more than that. It is about our being healed 
and strengthened to live the life of faith. Our sins 
may not be very great - and that’s surely something 
to be hoped for! But our spiritual health may well be 
compromised by all sorts of things. The Sacrament 
gives the strength and help we need.

Advent & Christmas Dates 

Weds 16th Dec  
Advent Reconciliation Service at 7pm 

Sun 20th December  
Carol Concert at 4.30pm

Christmas Eve, Thurs 24th Dec
• Children’s Mass at 4pm
• Mass during the Night at 10pm

Christmas Day, Fri 25th Dec 
Mass at 9am, 11am and 6pm

Thurs 31st Dec 
Mass at 11pm

Fri 1st Jan (Mary Mother of God) 
Mass at 12 noon

Ecumenical Christmas Cards
Our parish has been asked to deliver the local 
Ecumenical Christmas  cards with details of the 
services of all the local churches. Volunteers 
urgently needed to deliver in the following streets. 
Cards are in envelopes in the porch.

If you can help please just take the envelope and 
try to deliver before next weekend.

• Boldmere Road (up to Park Court); 
• Dalkeith Road; 
• Darnick Road; 
• Denholm Road; 
• Falstone Road; 
• Jockey Road (Boldmere Rd to railway line); 
• Jockey Road (Melrose Ave to Boldmere Rd)
• Matfen Avenue; 
• Melrose Avenue; 
• Monmouth Drive  

(Darnick Rd to  
Stonehouse Rd); 

• Monmouth Drive (east 
of Stonehouse Rd);  

• Morven Road; 
• Roxburgh Road; 
• Stirling Road; 
• Stonehouse Road; 
• Teddington Close



A parish Pilgrimage:  
To Rome for the Year of Mercy
Monday 29 February – Friday 4 March 2016. 

Visit the great Basilicas, and the great Door  
     of Mercy at St Peter’s, and, have 

supper with Fr Van!  £599. 
   Full details on 

parish website and 
noticeboard.

Book direct with 
  Pax Travel:   

0207  853003.

Apostleship of 
Prayer: Pope Francis’ 
December intentions
U n i v e r s a l :  
EXPERIENCING THE MERCY OF 
GOD That all may experience the mer-
cy of God, who never tires of forgiving.

For Evangelization: FAMILIES 
That families, especially those who suf-
fer, may find in the birth of Jesus a sign 
of certain hope.

Daily Prayer: Each morning pray  
‘Jesus I offer my day to you’ - then live 
your prayer as best you can. In the 
evening review the day, to give thanks 
and say sorry. 

 Parish News & Events
Exposition & Evening Prayer, 
This Sunday evening from 6-7pm - an 
opportunity for quiet prayer in the 
parish church. A lovely way of bringing 
Sunday to a close...
Diocesan Yearbook  Apologies to 
those who regularly buy the Year Book 
from the Repository. The order for this 
year’s book was supposed to have been 
ordered in June, but no order was placed. 
So, if you want to buy a copy of this year’s 
book it is suggested to try another local 
parish, or St Paul’s Bookshop, beside 
St Chad’s Cathedral. Hopefully back to 
normal for next year!
Bigger Picture Scripture Group. Next 

meeting is on Wednesday 13th 
January at 7.30. See next page 
for details of  what to read in 
preparation. More details on 
page 3.
Lectio Divina Group next week 
has been cancelled because of 
clash with the Parish Advent 
Reconciliation service.
Christian Aid carol singing on 
Boldmere High Street. 10am-1pm 
on Sat 19 Dec, meet outside The 
Bishop Vesey

for the 4pm 
Christmas Eve 

Mass for children
1. Any children at Primary School 

are very welcome to take part in 
the acting of the Christmas  Story 
drama during the Mass at 4pm 
on Christmas Eve - but you are 
asked to come to the rehearsal/
run through on Monday 21st 
December at 4pm

2. Any children who play musical 
instruments who would like 
to play at this Mass are very 
welcome to come to a practice at 
11am in the church on Monday 
21st. Would parents email Fr 
Allen in advance advising of 
child’s level of competence and 
instrument so that music can be 
prepared.

3. The church gets very busy at 
this Mass, and we need some 
stewards to help keep every 
one safe. If any dads (or moms!) 
would like to volunteer to help 
with stewarding the doors, 
please contact Fr Allen.

Knit&Natter Next meeting 14th January, 
Thurs, 2-4pm, Benedict Rm.  
Coffee morning After Tues 10am Mass.
Sunday car-parking If you are 
parking in the school car-park please 
do not park on the multi-coloured play 
are (near the entrance gate, or on the 
paved area near exit to church. Damage 
is being caused to the surfaces. Also if 
you see children playing in playground, 
please ask them to leave. Thank you.
First Holy Communion families rota 
Over the coming Sundays the families 
preparing for their children’s first Holy 
Communion next year will be taking 
the lead in the presentation of the gifts 
during Mass. Please keep the parents 
and children in your prayers. The Rota is 
available in the porch and on our parish 
website (on First Holy Communion page 
under ‘Join us’.)
Baptism Preparation  The next parish 
Baptism preparation course begins on 
Saturday 23 January  (11.30-12.30) in 
the Benedict Room (behind the church) 
Those wishing to attend are asked to 
contact Fr Allen beforehand. 

Deanery News 
Erdington Abbey Deanery Year of 
Mercy Mass 12noon Mass on Sunday 
13th Dec.  Deanery Carol service, 3.00pm 
Saturday 19th December. 

Other News & Events
Ex Cathedra concerts 6th Dec Bach 
Christmas Oratorio; 7th Feb Britten 
Rejoice in the Lamb. All at Birmingham 
Town Hall. www.excatheda.co.uk

Preparing

The Suscipe:  
a prayer of Ven. Catherine McCauley,  
founder of the Sisters of Mercy, 
a Diocesan Patron of the Year of  Mercy.



A parish 
Pilgrimage: 
• To the shrine of St 

Nicholas in Bari
• To Naples and 

Pompeii
• To Monte Cassino 

(spiritual home to 
the Benedictines)

• To the shrine of St 
Padre Pio

 Monday 24 - Sunday 30 
October 2016
• Flights  

Birmingham/Rome
• 6-nights accommodation in 

shared twin-bedded rooms with 
private facilities in Castellammare 
di Stabia (3-nights), Bari (1-night) 

and San 
Giovanni 
Rotondo 
(2-nights).
Full details on 
noticeboard 
and parish 
blog.
Book direct 
with Pax 
Travel:   
0207 853003.

The Bigger Picture...
Hear the Bible better.
Two ways of joining with others to 
deepen knowledge and love for Holy 
Scriptures.
Bigger Picture - a progressive read 
through Salvation History - how God 
seeks to draw us and all into life at 
one with him. 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at 7.30pm in Benedict 
Room. Next meeting: Weds 9th 
January. In preparation for the 
meeting, please try to read chapters 
12-50 of Genesis, but particularly 
focussing on chapters 15,  17, 22. 
Please bring your Bible and try to read 
those chapters before the meeting. 
Divine Reading (Lectio Divina) 
- quiet prayer and reflection for 
an hour each 3rd Weds at 7.30pm 
in Benedict Room. NO meeting: 
Weds 16th December 

Come to Boldmere 
Deli on the Mondays 

of Advent at 7pm - and 
bring a friend who is 
not a Christian, or is 
taking a ‘rest’ from 
practicing their faith.
Music, mince pies, and 
chat about Christmas 
and faith offer a gentle 
way in or a gentle 
way back to Christian 
living.
Each session includes 
a presentation by a 
local Christian Leader 
- Fr Allen is  there on 
Monday 14th. Come 
to one or all of the 
sessions as you choose 
- but do try to bring 
someone who might be 
helped to faith. They 
could be very grateful 
you made the effort to 
bring them....

The greatness of God’s Mercy
The Third Sunday of Advent... is called Gaudete Sunday; that is, the Sunday of joy...
God is He who comes to save us and who seeks to help, especially those who 
are fearful of heart... We are invited to strengthen 
the weak hands, to make firm the feeble knees, 
to be strong and to fear not, because our God 
always shows us the greatness of his mercy. He 
gives us the strength to go forward.
Angelus, December 15, 2013.

A Year of Mercy with Pope Francis: Daily Reflections is published 
by Our Sunday Visitor. It is available for £12.99 from St Paul’s 
Bookshop, (next to St Chad’s Cathedral) 

Reflection: If we want to see the greatness 
of God’s mercy, then we need to be bold 
enough to open our lives and weaknesses to 
him each day. Pray for the courage to do so!



Readings for Mass today
Zephaniah 3:14-18
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion,
Israel, shout aloud!
Rejoice, exult with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence;
he has driven your enemies away.
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst;
you have no more evil to fear.

When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem:
Zion, have no fear,
do not let your hands fall limp.
The Lord your God is in your midst,
a victorious warrior.
He will exult with joy over you,
he will renew you by his love;
he will dance with shouts of joy for you
as on a day of festival.

Psalm 24:4-5,8-9,10,14    Response: Stephen Dean.  Tone: Laurence Bevenot.

Luke 3:10-18
When all the 
people asked 
John, ‘What 
must we do?’ 
he answered, 
‘If anyone has 
two tunics he 
must share with 
the man who 
has none, and 
the one with 
something to 
eat must do the 
same.’ There were 
tax collectors 
too who came 
for baptism, 
and these said 
to him, ‘Master, 

what must we do?’ He said to them, ‘Exact no more than 
your rate.’ Some soldiers asked him in their turn, ‘What 
about us? What must we do?’ He said to them, ‘No 
intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your pay!’

    A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, 
who were beginning to think that John might be the 
Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you 
with water, but someone is coming, someone who is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the 
strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear 
his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his 
barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go 
out.’ As well as this, there were many other things he said 
to exhort the people and to announce the Good News 
to them.

The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

Almighty God, 
you sent your Son into a world where the 

wheat must be winnowed from the chaff 
and evil clings even to what is good.

Let the fire of your Spirit 
purge us of greed and deceit, 
so that, purified, we may find our eace in you 
and you may delight in us.

We ask this through him whose coming is certain,  
whose day draws near:  
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever.
© 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the fourth Sunday of Advent.
The readings will be Micah 5:1-4a / Hebrews 10:5-
10 / Luke 1:39-45

On all the Sundays of Advent we use the first Common 
Psalm (Psalm 24) provided by the Church for the season. 

Icon of John the Baptist , in the church in Ein Kerem, Israel, 
which commemorates the birth place of John.

Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour.

The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
He guides the humble in the right path,
He teaches his way to the poor.

His ways are faithfulness and love
for those who keep his covenant and law.
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him;
to them he reveals his covenant.

Philippians 4:4-7
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I 
repeat, what I want is your happiness. Let your tolerance 
be evident to everyone: the Lord is very near.

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you 
need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and 
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much 
greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts 
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation:  
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. He has sent 
me to bring the good news to the poor.


