
Communion
On the face of it  the question ‘What are we here 
4?’ - which has faced us on the front of the 
newsletter these past weeks (and will put in its 
last appearance  next week - last for a while, 
anyway!) - is an almost redundant question. 

It is surely self-evident We are all here on a Sunday for Mass, unless we 
are very much mistaken as to what is likely to be taking place at St Nick’s.

But what are we at Mass for? There are surely many reasons. And what 
are we to do at Mass? And how do we know whether we have done it? 
How do we measure or assess what we do - for its quality and its efficacy.

The Church provides the Missal and other guidance on how it expects 
Mass to be celebrated: what should be sung, and when; what read, 
what prayed, and when we stand and kneel and sit. From time to time 
it necessary to check whether we are following that guidance. For the 
ancient axiom of the Church is Lex orandi lex credendi - ‘the rule of the 
Liturgy gives us the rule of our faith’; in a range of ways verbal and 
symbolic the Mass, the Order and action of the Mass, trains us in the 
right faith. Wrong worship weakens true faith.

But St Pope John Paul II chose to focus on something else  than right 
performance in his letter to the Church, 10 years ago, for the Year 

of the Eucharist. He said the authenticity of our 
sharing in the Eucharist is the impulse it gives for the 
practical commitment to building a more just and 
fraternal society. We receive communion to live in 
communion and to share communion. We receive 
love in extreme that we might be God’s love for 
others. He concludes: ‘We cannot delude ourselves: 
by our mutual love and in particular by our concern 
for those in need we will be recognised (or not!) as 
true followers of Christ.’
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Masses   Week of the 3rd Sunday of the Year
S 23 1800

3rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time

Rice Family Int (Gill)

Su 24 0900
1100

William & Alice Williams RIP
Conleth Maher RD (Lawler)

M 25 0930 Conversion of St Paul Mary GIlnagh Int (Hempenstall)

T 26 1000 Ss Timothy & Titus Reg Vovay

W 27 0930 Paul Higgins RIP

Th 28 0930 St Thomas Aqunias Holy Souls

F 29 1900 Anne and Michael Doogan Int (W)

S 30 1800
4th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time

Violet Waterson RIP (Waterson)

Su 31 0900
1100

Mary & Joseph Enright
Sean Finnegan RIP

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Evening Prayer, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6-7pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement.

Nourishing prayer at home: see back page for suggestion.

Please pray for sick parishioners including Marie Prestage, David 
Freeman, Ernest Handscomb, Pauline Venables; Tess Carneiro; Anna 
Smith; Anne Gallagher; Mary Williams; Bernie Morton; Joan James; 
Bridie Moffitt; Lea Burke; Mary Burgess; Kathleen Cecil; Ron & Elfreda 
Walk; Audrey Waterson; Brenda Davies; Sarah Johnston; Doreen Jones; 
Simon Gallagher; Tony Lawlor; Timothy O’Regan; Michael McDermott; 
Rachael Gallagher; Mary Gilnagh; Michael Green; Pat Wenbeck, Joseph 
Steer. Please pray for the dead including Ron Astley who died 
recently and whose funeral is at Sutton Crematorium at 12noon on 
2 Feb, Roger Pryor, Reanie Whebell. Raymond Jones and all whose 
anniversaries are at this time. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.

A Holy Hour honouring 
 the Mercy of God

Prepared and led by students of 
Oscott College. 

Friday 5th February, immediately 
following the 7pm Mass.
Do please note the date and time 
so you can come and join this time 
of prayer.

What are 
we  
here 4?

Boldmere Night Shelter Sundays 21 Feb - 27 Mar
There was a great turn-out for the volunteers training 
night on Friday. Volunteers were initiated into the 
work of the shelter; shown how to support guests 
so they might derive the greatest benefit from the 
shelter. For us volunteers perhaps the most valuable 
and sobering thing was to realise just how vulnerable 
many homeless people are and how little support 
there is for them. It feels even better that people of 
our parish and other Christian communities around 
are rallying round to support this initiative. 
Next Sunday we are having a special retiring 
collection to help pay for some of the costs of 
the shelter - eg our insurance, food for a cooked 
breakfast, toiletries, etc etc etc.

Prayer for Christian Unity: 
17-25th January
Make known in us, O Lord, 
the abundance of your mercy 
and, in the power of your Spirit, 
remove the divisions between Christians, 
that your Church may appear more clearly 
as a sign raised high among the nations 
and the world, enlightened by your Spirit, 
may believe in the Christ whom you have sent. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

6-7pm tonight. Rev Sue McCoan, minister 
of the United Reformed Church, will 
preach at St Nicholas church during 
service of Exposition and Evening Prayer.

 Do come along to join in Christ’s prayer... 
...that all may be one.



A parish Pilgrimage:  
To Rome for the Year of Mercy
Monday 29 February – Friday 4 March 2016. 

Visit the great Basilicas, and the great Door  
     of Mercy at St Peter’s, and, have 

supper with Fr Van!  £599. 
   Full details on 

parish website and 
noticeboard.

Book direct with 
  Pax Travel:   

0207  4853003.

The Pope’s  
Intentions:   
January
Interreligious 
Dialogue: That 
sincere dialogue 
among men and women of different 
faiths may produce the fruits of peace 
and justice.

Christian Unity: That by means of di-
alogue and fraternal charity and with 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, Chris-
tians may overcome divisions.

Daily Prayer: Each morning pray  
‘Jesus I offer my day to you’. Live your 
prayer as best you can during the 
day. In the evening review the day, to 
give thanks; to say sorry; and to ask 
for help for whatever lies ahead.

attend please sign up on the list in 
the servers’ sacristy before Sunday 
17th so the Cathedral can reserve 
the right number of seats for us.
Tuesday Coffee morning After 
10am Mass - all welcome.
Traidcraft Stall next weekend
Knit&Natter Thursdays from  
2-4pm, Benedict Rm.  All welcome.
Baptism Preparation  The next 
parish Baptism preparation course 
begins on Sat 27th February  
(11.30-12.30) in the Benedict 
Room (behind the church) Those 
wishing to attend should contact Fr 
Allen beforehand. 
Women’s World Day Of Prayer 4th 
March 10.30am here at St Nicholas. For 
details of other local services marking 
the day please see notice in the porch.
World Development Group AGM 
on Tues 26 January at 7.30pm. All are 
welcome.
Catholic People’s Week Spend a 
week in a small community to deepen 
its understanding of what God wants 
his people to be, and focussed around 
a particular theme. Details at www.
catholicpeoplesweeks.org.uk.uk
Society of St Gregory Rich in Mercy: 
day of Reflection, Study, and Prayer. With talk 
from Fr Allen on Reconciliation, Workshop 
on music for Holy Week (Paul Wellicome) 
and reading in Holy Week (Mary Rouse) 

and family catechesis (Fr Allen). 10-15.45. 
Cost £10 including lunch. Application 
form on notice board. Parish ministers 
attending are invited to see Fr Allen, and 
parish will pay their fee.

Deanery News 
Every Third Tuesday Praise and 
Worship; Mass and adoration at St 
Gerard’s Church, Castle Vale, B35 6JT
Lent Lecture by Andrew Mitchell MP: 
What can Britain do to help refugees? 
Sutton Coldfield Baptist Church, B72 
1TA. Thurs 17/3 at 8pm

Other News & Events
Ex Cathedra concerts 7th Feb Britten 
Rejoice in the Lamb. Birmingham Town 
Hall. www.excatheda.co.uk
Birmingham Newman Circle. 
Discussion on Evangelisation with Natalie 
Orefice, (newly appointed Diocesan 

Parish News & Events
Confirmation 2016 Details of parish 
programme in the porch and on blog/
website.  Meeting for parents of children 
NOT in Catholic schools,  after 6pm Mass 
on Sat 30th January. NB The date for 
Confirmation has changed since last 
week. It is now June 9th not June 6th.
First Communion Masses Forms to 
apply for dates for First Communion 
Masses are available in the porch. Dates 
allocated first come first served, so 
please return form to Fr Allen as soon 
as possible.
Help in attending Mass safely
One of our parishioners needs help in 
attending Mass. Could you train as a 
volunteer driver with Greenacres to 
drive their vehicle to bring him in his 
wheelchair to Saturday 6pm or wait 
with him after the Sunday 11am  for the 
taxi which takes him home. If you think 
you can help, please see Clare O’Brien 
or Fr Allen. 
Birmingham’s Lourdes Pilgrimage 
28 May - 3 June 2016  If anyone is ill 
or frail, and is interested in joining the 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes in 2016, 
during the Holy Year of Mercy, would they 
please let Fr Allen know as soon as possible.
A certain amount of funding is available 
from the Hospitalité Team to assist 
pilgrims staying in the Accueil Notre 
Dame or as a sick pilgrim supported 
by others but staying in one of the 
pilgrimage hotels. All applications for 
funding need to be approved by your 
parish priest and then considered by the 
Hospitalité. They have to be submitted 
by 22nd February.
Altar Servers. You and your families 
are invited to a Mass of Thanksgiving 
at St Chad’s Cathedral to be celebrated 
by Bishop Robert Byrne at 10am on 
Saturday 13th Feb. If you are able to 

Final 

bookings  

being 

taken now

Faith in Politics    The Bishops’ Conference internship scheme provides 
recently graduated Catholics with an intensive experience of political and 
social action in a spiritual context. This year we’re looking to offer up to 
eight internships, including placements with Christian MPs at Westminster; a 
parliamentary support role within the Bishops’ Conference Secretariat; with the 
Catholic Agencies CAFOD and CSAN in social action and public policy roles, and 
a media and communications internship 
in Archbishop’s House Westminster.
There’s still time to apply so if you fit the bill 
or know someone who does, please apply 
now. http://faithinpolitics.org.uk/



A parish 
Pilgrimage: 
• To the shrine of St 

Nicholas in Bari
• To Naples and 

Pompeii
• To Monte Cassino 

(spiritual home to 
the Benedictines)

• To the shrine of St 
Padre Pio

 Monday 24 - Sunday 30 
October 2016
• Flights  

Birmingham/Rome
• 6-nights accommodation in 

shared twin-bedded rooms with 
private facilities in Castellammare 
di Stabia (3-nights), Bari (1-night) 
and San Giovanni Rotondo 

(2-nights).
Full details on 
noticeboard 
and parish 
blog.
Book direct 
with Pax 
Travel:   
0207 
4853003.

The Bigger Picture...
Hear the Bible better.
Two ways of joining with others to 
deepen knowledge and love for Holy 
Scriptures.
Bigger Picture - a progressive read 
through Salvation History - how God 
seeks to draw us and all into life at 
one with him. Next meeting: Weds 
17th February Usually we meet on 
the 2nd Weds but next month that 
is the 10th February which is  Ash 
Wednesday! 7.30pm in Benedict Room. 
In preparation for the meeting, please 
read chapters 1-18 of Exodus And 
please bring your Bible to the meeting. 
Divine Reading (Lectio Divina) 
- quiet prayer and reflection for an 
hour each 3rd Weds at 7.30pm in 
Benedict Room. Next meeting: 
Weds 20th January 

Reflecting on God’s Mercy.
If any one of us does not feel in need of the mercy of God, does not see himself 
as a sinner, it is better for him not to go to Mass! We go to Mass because we are 
sinners and we want to receive God’s pardon, 
to participate in the redemption of Jesus, in his 
forgiveness.        

(General Audience, February 12, 2014)

A Year of Mercy with Pope Francis: Daily Reflections is published 
by Our Sunday Visitor. It is available for £12.99 from St Paul’s 
Bookshop, (next to St Chad’s Cathedral) 

Reflection: What motivates you to go to 
Mass? Do you view yourself as a sinner in need 
of grace? A righteous person doing his duty? 
Examine your motives and ask Jesus to continue 
to change your heart and mind so that you 
recognise your need for his mercy.

We are in urgent need of 
people to join the team 
who lead the Liturgy of 
the Word with young 
children during Mass.

Presently we offer the Liturgy regularly at the 
Sunday morning Masses, but it would be good to 
extend the provision to young children - 4-7 yrs old - at the 6pm Mass on Saturday 
also. But unless we manage to recruit another 8 or so volunteers we will not be 
able to do that and after Easter will have to cut back on the present provision on 
Sunday mornings too. If you are interested in learning more please sign up on the 
list outside the Repository - and Fr Allen will invite you to an introductory meeting, 
when date is fixed.

Children’s  
Liturgy  
of the Word

Prayer with Toddlers:  How we pray in church
Imagine yourself a tiny tot at Sunday Mass 
- you 15 minutes of welcome, prayer 
and song specially suited to the under 
4s... a service which is just for toddlers and 
their parents/minders. 
The toddlers will experience the church 
when it is just for them! Help them to know 
and celebrate God’s love. Do come for 
prayer this Tuesday, 26th January at 9.15am. 
Parents are asked to gather and wait at 
the back of the church before the service 
begins(we begin in the porch)

Evangelisation Workers) .Wed, 27th 
Jan,7.30pm, at   Catholic Chaplaincy of 
the  University of Birmingham,   Harrisons 
Road, B15 3 QR.
Youth Choir Concert Sutton Coldfield 
URC, B73 6AA. 18th Feb at 7pm
Vocations Weekend for young 
women (20s and 30s)  Discerning God’s 
Call in my life:  29-31 Jan, in Liverpool. 
The weekend is organised by the sisters, 
Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ).Input 
on different aspects of vowed life, and 
time for prayer, reflection and discussion 
with other young women who are also 
considering a vocation to religious life. 
It’s an opportunity to live community 
life for a weekend and meet some sisters! 
For more information contact Sr Lynne 
fcJ at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our 
website www.fcjsisters.org

Prejudice and Racism
THis Sunday is Race Awareness Sunday, 
and Wednesday is Holocaust Memorial 
Day. Pray with and for those who suffer 
from prejudice and discrimination
O Lord, remember not only the 
men and women of good will, 
but also those of ill will. But do not 
remember all the suffering they 
have inflicted on us; remember the 
fruits we have bought, thanks to this 
suffering - our comradeship, our 
loyalty, our humility, our courage, 
our generosity, the greatness of 
heart which has grown out of 
all this. And when they come to 
judgement let all the fruits which 
we have borne be their forgiveness.

By a prisoner in Ravensbrück concentration 
camp and left by the body of a dead child.



Readings for Mass today
Nehemiah 8:2-6,8-10
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 
consisting of men, women, and children old enough 
to understand. This was the first day of the seventh 
month. On the square before the Water Gate, in 
the presence of the men and women, and children 
old enough to understand, he read from the book 
from early morning till noon; all the people listened 
attentively to the Book of the Law.
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the 
purpose. In full view of all the people – since he stood 
higher than all the people  – Ezra opened the book; 
and when he opened it all the people stood up. Then 
Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people 
raised their hands and answered, ‘Amen! Amen!’; then 
they bowed down and, face to the ground, prostrated 
themselves before the Lord. And Ezra read from the 
Law of God, translating and giving the sense, so that 
the people understood what was read.
Then Nehemiah – His Excellency – and Ezra, priest and 
scribe and the Levites who were instructing the people 
said to all the people, ‘This day is sacred to the Lord your 
God. Do not be mournful, do not weep.’ For the people 
were all in tears as they listened to the words of the Law.
He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, 
and send a portion to the man who has nothing 
prepared ready. For this day is sacred to our Lord. Do 
not be sad: the joy of the Lord is your stronghold.’

Psalm 18:8-10,15
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life.
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    it revives the soul. 
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 
    it gives wisdom to the simple.
The precepts of the Lord are right, 
    they gladden the heart. 
The command of the Lord is clear, 
    it gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is holy, 
    abiding for ever. 
The decrees of the Lord are truth 
    and all of them just.
May the spoken words of my mouth, 
    the thoughts of my heart, 
win favour in your sight, O Lord, 
    my rescuer, my rock!

1 Corinthians 12:12-14,27
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many 
parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though 
many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one 
Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, 
slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to 
us all to drink.

Nor is the body to be 
identified with any one of 
its many parts. Now you 
together are Christ’s body; 
but each of you is a different 
part of it.

Gospel Acclamation:
The Lord has sent me to 
bring the good news to the 
poor, to proclaim liberty to 
captives.

Luke 1:1-4,4:14-21
Seeing that many others 
have undertaken to draw up 
accounts of the events that 
have taken place among us, 
exactly as these were handed 
down to us by those who from 
the outset were eyewitnesses 
and ministers of the word, 
I in my turn, after carefully 
going over the whole story 
from the beginning, have decided to write an ordered 
account for you, Theophilus, so that your Excellency 
may learn how well founded the teaching is that you 
have received.
Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned 
to Galilee; and his reputation spread throughout 
the countryside. He taught in their synagogues and 
everyone praised him.
He came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, 
and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he 
usually did. He stood up to read and they handed him 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he 
found the place where it is written: The spirit of the Lord 
has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He has sent 
me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to 
captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden 
free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.
He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, 
‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’

The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

Lord God,  
whose compassion embraces all peoples, 
whose law is wisdom, freedom,  
 and joy for the poor, 
fulfil in our midst your promise of favour, 
that we may receive  
 the gospel of salvation with faith, 
and, anointed by the Spirit, freely proclaim it. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
© 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the 4th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
The readings are Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 / Psalm 71:1-
6, 15-17 / 1 Cor 12:31-13:13  / Luke 4:21-30

Basilica of the Annunciation, Nazareth


