
benefit as they teach and lead their children, of 
finding that the children end up the faith and prayer 
life of their parents! 
The regular prayers of the Mass are in the 
Hymnbook, beginning on p200. However you will 
find more help still in the booklets available from 
the Repository, which help explain the whys and 
wherefores of the Mass. 
For some further notes on helping the children 
grow in their capacity to share in and benefit from 
the Mass from the earliest age, see the inside pages 
of the newsletter.
Caring for ALL our parish family
The other point raised with me is about how we offer 
support to those who – at least to some degree – 
find themselves ‘single’ in the Church and not really 
identifying with a family group. They may be away 
from family, or divorced, separated, widowed; they 
may have chosen to live a single life, or simply found 
themselves remaining single. It may be a state they 
embrace and welcome, or one that is a cause of 
some distress. Our parish, like many parishes is very 
family oriented, those not immediately identifying 
themselves that way can feel excluded or, maybe the 
opposite, taken for granted. 
We owe a great deal to ‘single’ people in the 
parish. How we acknowledge and support them 
is something to think about. For a start I’d like 
to invite anyone who is ‘single’ to come along 
for a shared lunch on Sunday7th February in the 
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Masses   Week of the 2nd Sunday of the Year
S 16 1800

2nd Sunday of 
Ordinary Time

Luke Gill RIP (Gill)

Su 17 0900
1100

Charles and Agnes Sawbridge RIP
Mary Whelan RIP (Ward)

M 18 0930 Feria Tony & Mary Lawler & family Ints

T 19 1000 St Wulstan Jerry Harrington RIP

W 20 0930 Feria Pat & Kath Connolly Int (Hempenstall)

Th 21 0930 St Agnes Holy Souls

F 22 1900 Feria Rosaleen Geoghegan Int (Leese)

S 23 1800
3rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time

Rice Family Int (Gill)

Su 24 0900
1100

William & Alice Williams RIP
Conleth Maher RD (Lawler)

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Evening Prayer, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6-7pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement.

Nourishing prayer at home: see back page for suggestion.

Please pray for sick parishioners including David Freeman, Ernest 
Handscomb, Pauline Venables; Tess Carneiro; Anna Smith; Anne 
Gallagher; Mary Williams; Bernie Morton; Joan James; Bridie Moffitt; 
Lea Burke; Mary Burgess; Kathleen Cecil; Ron & Elfreda Walk; Audrey 
Waterson; Brenda Davies; Sarah Johnston; Doreen Jones; Simon 
Gallagher; Tony Lawlor; Timothy O’Regan; Michael McDermott; 
Rachael Gallagher; Mary Gilnagh; Michael Green; Pat Wenbeck, Joseph 
Steer. Please pray for the dead including Ron Astley who died 
recently and whose funeral is at Sutton Crematorium at 12noon on 
2 Feb, Ray Hill , Ray Dalloway, Doris Johnson, Terry Devenney, Mary 
Clayton, Kate Byrne and all whose anniversaries are at this time. Eternal 
rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Last Sunday the Church celebrated the role, 
the vocation, of parents and grandparents. 
Since then a number of people have raised 
two topics with me. 
Leading the children to prayer
The first is about parents’ expectations when 

they bring children to Mass, and particularly how parents help their 
children to pray the Mass. Of course there are many parents and they 
do many different things. But at Mass quite a number of children at 
Mass are more or less left to their own devices, and seem not to be 
being actively helped by their parents to pray the Mass - to stand, 
sit, kneel with us, to make the sign of the Cross, to make (and learn 
by heart) the responses and sing the songs, listen to the readings (or 
follow them) and consider them, and apply them to their lives.  
Active participation in the Mass is very important for our spiritual 
formation - even as children, but even more particularly as adults. 
Children actively helped to learn to pray the Mass, to play their part and 
learn how to draw nourishment from the Mass are being well prepared, 
well resourced, for a healthy spiritual life in the future, let alone for a 
healthy Catholic life. Parents have the particular privilege (as well as 
sometimes the hard work!) to be the first teachers of their children in 
the ways of faith. They also sometimes, of course, find they have the 

A Holy Hour honouring 
 the Mercy of God

Prepared and led by students of 
Oscott College. 

Friday 5th February, immediately 
following the 7pm Mass.
Do please note the date and time 
so you can come and join this time 
of prayer.

What are 
we  
here 4?

Boldmere Night Shelter Sundays 21 Feb - 27 Mar
There is a training night for volunteers on Friday 
22nd Jan at 7.30pm in the Benedict Room. 
Any new volunteers? Especially for 
• Setting up beds on Sunday evenings at 6pm on 

Sunday, serving meals at 7.30pm
• Clearing up on Mondays, serving breakfast at 

7am and leaving Carpenters Arms by 8.30am
• Cooking 8 or 16 meals for serving at 7.30pm (8 

meat/8 vegetarian) any Sunday evening
• Help with weekly laundry
• Help us buy toiletries
If you can help with any of these, please do contact 
Fr Allen as soon as possible, ideally by e-mail!



A parish Pilgrimage:  
To Rome for the Year of Mercy
Monday 29 February – Friday 4 March 2016. 

Visit the great Basilicas, and the great Door  
     of Mercy at St Peter’s, and, have 

supper with Fr Van!  £599. 
   Full details on 

parish website and 
noticeboard.

Book direct with 
  Pax Travel:   

0207  4853003.

The Pope’s  
Intentions:   
January
Interreligious 
Dialogue: That 
sincere dialogue 
among men and women of different 
faiths may produce the fruits of peace 
and justice.

Christian Unity: That by means of di-
alogue and fraternal charity and with 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, Chris-
tians may overcome divisions.

Daily Prayer: Each morning pray  
‘Jesus I offer my day to you’. Live your 
prayer as best you can during the 
day. In the evening review the day, to 
give thanks; to say sorry; and to ask 
for help for whatever lies ahead.

Saturday 13th Feb. If you are able 
to attend please sign up on the 
list in the servers’ sacristy before 
Sunday 17th so the Cathedral can 
reserve the right number of seats 
for us.
Knit&Natter Thursdays from  
2-4pm, Benedict Rm.  All welcome.
Tuesday Coffee morning After 
10am Mass - all welcome.
Baptism Preparation  The next 
parish Baptism preparation course 
begins on Sat 23 January  (11.30-
12.30) in the Benedict Room (behind 
the church) Those wishing to attend 
should contact Fr Allen beforehand. 
Missio Thank you to all who support 
Missio. Copies of the calendar for 2016 are 
available in the porch.
Women’s World Day Of Prayer 4th 
March 10.30am here at St Nicholas. For 
details of other local services marking 
the day please see notice in the porch.
World Development Group AGM 
on Tues 26 January at 7.30pm. All are 
welcome.
Confirmation 2016 Details of parish 
programme in the porch and on blog/
website.  

Deanery News 
Erdington Abbey is one of the 
Diocesan pilgrimage Centres during 
the Year of Mercy - and has its own 
Holy Door. The church is open each 
day until 4pm.; Sat 9 -11 - and check on 
parish website for other times. www.
erdingtonabbey.co.uk
Every Third Tuesday Praise and 
Worship; Mass and adoration at St 
Gerard’s Church, Castle Vale, B35 6JT
Lent Lecture by Andrew Mitchell MP: 
What can Britain do to help refugees? 
Sutton Coldfield Baptist Church, B72 
1TA. Thurs 17/3 at 8pm

Other News & Events
Ex Cathedra concerts 7th Feb Britten 
Rejoice in the Lamb. Birmingham Town 
Hall. www.excatheda.co.uk
Birmingham Newman Circle. 
Discussion, with Natalie Orefice, (newly 
appointed Diocesan Evangelisation 
Workers), ‘How We Can  Help in the 
Process of Evangelisation Suggested 
by the Pope”.Wed, 27th Jan,7.30pm, at   
Catholic Chaplaincy of the  University 
of Birmingham,   Harrisons Road, B15 3 
QR.
Youth Choir Concert Sutton Coldfield 
URC, B73 6AA. 18th Feb at 7pm
Vocations Weekend for young 
women (20s and 30s)  Discerning God’s 
Call in my life:  29-31 Jan, in Liverpool. 
The weekend is organised by the sisters, 
Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ).
There will be input on different aspects 
of vowed life, and time for prayer, 
reflection and discussion with other 
young women who are also considering 
a vocation to religious life. It’s an 
opportunity to live community life for 
a weekend and meet some sisters! For 
more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ 
at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our 
website www.fcjsisters.org

Benedict Room (behind the church) - 
drinks and desert will be provided but 
bring a plate of food to share. No need 
to book in, just come 
along. You will be very 
welcome.

Parish News & Events
Catholic People’s Week 
For details of this year’s programme of 
Weeks - giving a chance to spend a week in 
a small community with a shared interest 
in deepening its understanding of what 
God wants his people to be, and focussed 
around a particular theme. Details at www.
catholicpeoplesweeks.org.uk.uk
Help in attending Mass safely
One of our parishioners needs help in 
attending Mass. Could you train as a 
volunteer driver with Greenacres to drive 
their vehicle to bring him in his wheelchair 
to Saturday 6pm or wait with him after the 
Sunday 11am  for the taxi which takes him 
home. If you think you can help, please 
see Clare O’Brien or Fr Allen. 
Birmingham’s Lourdes Pilgrimage 
28 May - 3 June 2016  If anyone is ill 
or frail, and is interested in joining the 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes in 2016, 
during the Holy Year of Mercy, would they 
please let Fr Allen know as soon as possible.
A certain amount of funding is available 
from the Hospitalité Team to assist 
pilgrims staying in the Accueil Notre 
Dame or as a sick pilgrim supported 
by others but staying in one of the 
pilgrimage hotels. All applications for 
funding need to be approved by your 
parish priest and then considered by the 
Hospitalité. They have to be submitted 
by 22nd February.
Altar Servers. You and your families 
are invited to a Mass of Thanksgiving 
at St Chad’s Cathedral to be celebrated 
by Bishop Robert Byrne at 10am on Prayer for the unity of the Church and Christians

Jesus, our suffering Lord,
our disunity as churches  
compounds your suffering
and causes pain to those who long  
for your dream of unity to become reality.

Forgive us our part in continuing division;
grant us humility to hear your voice  
ever urging reconciliation.

Inspire us to work tirelessly to  be one
so that the world may believe in your name. 
Amen. 

The Week of Prayer for Chritian Unity is kept  
in local churches from 18 to 25 January .

On Sunday Rev Sue McCoan, minister of the 
United Reformed Church has been invited to  
preach at St Nicholas church during at Evening 
Prayer 6-7pm on Sunday 24th January.

 Do please put the date and time in your diary... 
...and come along to join in Christ’s prayer that all may be one...

FInal 

bookings  

being 

taken now



A parish 
Pilgrimage: 
• To the shrine of St 

Nicholas in Bari
• To Naples and 

Pompeii
• To Monte Cassino 

(spiritual home to 
the Benedictines)

• To the shrine of St 
Padre Pio

 Monday 24 - Sunday 30 
October 2016
• Flights  

Birmingham/Rome
• 6-nights accommodation in 

shared twin-bedded rooms with 
private facilities in Castellammare 
di Stabia (3-nights), Bari (1-night) 
and San Giovanni Rotondo 

(2-nights).
Full details on 
noticeboard 
and parish 
blog.
Book direct 
with Pax 
Travel:   
0207 
4853003.

The Bigger Picture...
Hear the Bible better.
Two ways of joining with others to 
deepen knowledge and love for Holy 
Scriptures.
Bigger Picture - a progressive read 
through Salvation History - how God 
seeks to draw us and all into life at 
one with him. Next meeting: Weds 
17th February Usually we meet on 
the 2nd Weds but next month that 
is the 10th February which is  Ash 
Wednesday! 7.30pm in Benedict Room. 
In preparation for the meeting, please 
read chapters 1-18 of Exodus And 
please bring your Bible to the meeting. 
Divine Reading (Lectio Divina) 
- quiet prayer and reflection for an 
hour each 3rd Weds at 7.30pm in 
Benedict Room. Next meeting: 
Weds 20th January 

Reflecting on God’s Mercy.
The Gospel tells us constantly to run the risk of a face-to-face encounter with 
others, with their physical presence which challenges us, with their pain 
and their please, with their joy which infects us in our close and continuous 
interaction.
True faith in the incarnate Son of God is inseparable from self-giving, from 
membership in the community, from service, 
from reconciliation with others. The Son of 
God, by becoming flesh, summoned us to the 
revolution of tenderness.        (Evangelii Gaudium)

A Year of Mercy with Pope Francis: Daily Reflections is published 
by Our Sunday Visitor. It is available for £12.99 from St Paul’s 
Bookshop, (next to St Chad’s Cathedral) 

Reflection: How have you experienced Christ’s 
tenderness? Where is he calling you to live out 
a revolution of tenderness and mercy? In your 
family? In your parish? In your workplace? Take 
time to contemplate God’s love for you, and 
then ask the Lord who he is calling you to love 
this week.

We are in urgent 
need of more 
volunteers to 
join the team of 
people who lead 

the Liturgy of the Word with young 
children during Mass.
Training will be available to help you 
understand what is involved and to 
give you the confidence to help or 
even lead a session, with the support of other volunteers. You can find more 
information about what this Liturgy is all about, and what is asked of volunteers 
on the parish website and blog, and handouts in the porch
Presently we offer the Liturgy regularly at the Sunday morning Masses, but it would 
be good to extend the provision to young children - 4-7 yrs old - at the 6pm Mass 
on Saturday also. But unless we manage to recruit another 8 or so volunteers we 
will not be able to do that and after Easter will have to cut back on the present 
provision on Sunday mornings too. So volunteers are urgently needed. If you think 
you might be able to help please let Fr Allen know as soon as possible, and he will 
let you know when the training is so that you can learn more and then decide if it 
is for you. Volunteers are asked to commit to serve from Easter to Christmas, so that 
we can plan with some confidence for the rest of this year.

Imagine yourself a tiny tot at Sunday Mass - you 
probably can’t see what is going on, your every 
noise is shushed, and its not really clear what you 
are doing here.
Children deserve a better introduction to Church 
that this. So, all toddlers (and their parents or 

minders) are warmly invited to a 
service which is just for them and for 
their parents/minders. 
15 minutes of welcome, prayer 
and song specially suited to the 
under 4s. 
Help them to experience the church 
when it is just for them! Help them 
to know and celebrate God’s love. 
Each Tuesday at 9am, beginning 19th 
January. Parents are asked to gather 
and wait at the back of the church 
before the service begins(we begin in 
the porch)

Children’s 
Liturgy of 
the Word

Prayer with  
Toddlers:   
How we pray  
in church



Readings for Mass today
Isaiah 62:1-5
About Zion I will not be silent,
about Jerusalem I will not grow weary,
until her integrity shines out like the dawn
and her salvation flames like a torch.
The nations then will see your integrity,
all the kings your glory,
and you will be called by a new name,
one which the mouth of the Lord will confer.
You are to be a crown of splendour in the hand of 
the Lord, a princely diadem in the hand of your 
God;
no longer are you to be named ‘Forsaken’, nor your 
land ‘Abandoned’, 
but you shall be called ‘My Delight’ 
and your land ‘The Wedded’; for the Lord takes 
delight in you and your land will have its wedding.
Like a young man marrying a virgin, 
so will the one who built you wed you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices in his bride,so will your God 
rejoice in you.

Psalm 95:1-3,7-10
Proclaim the wonders of the Lord  
among all the peoples.
O sing a new song to the Lord, 
    sing to the Lord all the earth. 
    O sing to the Lord, bless his name.
Proclaim his help day by day, 
    tell among the nations his glory 
    and his wonders among all the peoples.
Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
    give the Lord glory and power;
    give the Lord the glory of his name.
Worship the Lord in his temple.
    O earth, tremble before him.
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’
    He will judge the peoples in fairness.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; 
there are all sorts of service to be done, but always to 
the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways 
in different people, it is the same God who is working 
in all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit 
is given to each person is for a good purpose. One 
may have the gift of preaching with wisdom given 
him by the Spirit; another may have the gift of 
preaching instruction given him by the same Spirit; 
and another the gift of faith given by the same Spirit; 
another again the gift of healing, through this one 
Spirit; one, the power of miracles; another, prophecy; 
another the gift of recognising spirits; another the 
gift of tongues and another the ability to interpret 
them. All these are the work of one and the same 

Spirit, who distributes different gifts to different 
people just as he chooses.

Gospel Acclamation:
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life.

John 2:1-11
There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. The mother 
of Jesus was there, and Jesus and his disciples had 
also been invited. When they ran out of wine, since 
the wine provided for the wedding was all finished, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 
Jesus said ‘Woman, why turn to me? My hour has 
not come yet.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do 
whatever he tells you.’ There were six stone water 
jars standing there, meant for the ablutions that are 
customary among the Jews: each could hold twenty 
or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the 
jars with water’, and they filled them to the brim. 
‘Draw some out now’ he told them ‘and take it to the 
steward.’ They did this; the steward tasted the water, 
and it had turned into wine. Having no idea where it 
came from – only the servants who had drawn the 
water knew – the steward called the bridegroom and 
said; ‘People generally serve the best wine first, and 
keep the cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty 
to drink; but you have kept the best wine till now.’
   This was the first of the signs given by Jesus: it was 
given at Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen, and 
his disciples believed in him.

The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

God of wonders, 
at Cana in Galilee 
you revealed your glory in Jesus Christ 
and summoned all humanity to life in him.
Show to your people gathered on this day 
your transforming power 
and give us a foretaste of the wine you keep 
for the age to come.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
© 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
The readings are Nehemiah 8:2-10 / Psalm 19:8,-10, 
15 / 1 Corinthians 12:12-30  /  Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21
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