
During the Year of Mercy this 
Sunday is a Jubilee Day for 
Parents and Grandparents. 

Pope Francis spoke recently about the 
place of prayer in family life. Parents especially 
have the responsibility of establishing a spirit of 
prayer in the family. It can sound demanding, 
but it can be something very simple too... 
‘A heart filled with the love of God can make even 
a silent thought or a small gesture of devotion a 
moment of prayer.  The Holy Spirit teaches us to 
pray, to call God our Father, and to grow daily in 
his love.  Our families need to ask for the gift of 
the Spirit!  Through prayer, even in the busiest 
times, we give time back to God, 
we find the peace that comes from 
appreciating the important things, 
and we encounter the joy of God’s 
unexpected gifts.  Through daily 
prayer may our homes become, 
like the house of Martha and Mary, 
places where Jesus always finds a 
warm welcome.’
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Masses   Week of the feast of the Baptism of the Lord
S 9 1800

Baptism of the Lord
Fazia and John Caulfield RIP (Akbir)

Su 10 0900
1100

Eileen Glennon
Mel McCourt

M 11 0930 Feria (Psalter Wk 1) Jerry Curran RIP (Burke)

T 12 0930 St Aelred of Rievaulx Gordon StaplesRIP (Borman)

W 13 0930 Catherine & Joseph Gillespie et al  (Perks)

Th 14 1300 Holy Souls

F 15 1900 Mary Duffy Int. (Leese)

S 16 1800
2nd Sunday of 
Ordinary Time

Luke Gill RIP (Gill)

Su 17 0900
1100

Charles and Agnes Sawbridge RIP
Mary Whelan RIP (Ward)

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Evening Prayer, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6-7pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement.

Nourishing prayer at home: see back page for suggestion.

Please pray for sick parishioners including Pauline Venables; Tess 
Carneiro; Anna Smith; Anne Gallagher; Mary Williams; Bernie Morton; 
Joan James; Bridie Moffitt; Lea Burke; Mary Burgess; Kathleen Cecil; 
Ron & Elfreda Walk; Audrey Waterson; Brenda Davies; Sarah Johnston; 
Doreen Jones; Simon Gallagher; Tony Lawlor; Timothy O’Regan; 
Michael McDermott; Rachael Gallagher; Mary Gilnagh; Michael Green; 
Pat Wenbeck, Joseph Steer. Please pray for the dead including Sean 
Finnegan whose funeral Mass is here at 1pm on Thursday 14th January 
and for  Lily Portlock, Ray Hill , Ray Dalloway and Doris Johnson and all 
whose anniversaries are at this time. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Today’s Jubilee for parents and grandparents 
reminds that our lives are not just given to 
be lived. They are given us to be lived for the 
good - for our good, for the good of others, 
and lived in response to the goodness of God.

One of the clearest demonstrations of how this is to be done, and 
the benefit that it is to others, is good parenting. 
Parents again and again put themselves second for the sake of 
their children. Faced with all sorts of difficult decisions, parents try to 
get the balance right between respecting the child’s independence and 
desires, and what experience, and faith, demonstrate are of abiding 
and permanent value (but not also of immediate attraction!)Parents 
serve, but are also called to lead. Parents are surely those who have the 
most direct influence on forming and teaching the next generation.
The Church increasingly speaks  of the domestic church - the 
Church in the family home, led by the parents, and formed by them 
together with other family members. Our success or failure as a 
parish community is surely to a very large degree dependent on the 
health of these domestic Churches. It is there the young learn how 
to join prayer and life, how to forgive and be forgiven, how to live 
grateful for love, and grateful for God. Pray for our families and 
especially for their parent leaders.

A Holy Hour honouring 
 the Mercy of God

Prepared and led by students of 
Oscott College. 

Friday 5th February, immediately 
following the 7pm Mass.
Do please note the date and time 
so you can come and join this time 
of prayer.

What are 
we  
here

Exposition and Evening Prayer  
tonight from 6-7pm - In thanksgiving for parents.
Bigger Picture - scripture group. Read 12-50 of 
Genesis, but particularly focussing on chapters 15,  
17, 22. Benedict Room, 7.30pm
Altar Servers. a Mass of Thanksgiving, St Chad’s 
Cathedral at 10am on Saturday 13th Feb. 

4?
Year of 
Mercy

Boldmere Night Shelter Sundays 21 Feb - 27 Mar
There is a training night for volunteers on Friday 
22nd Jan at 7.30pm in the Benedict Room. Any new 
volunteers? Especially for 
• Setting up beds on Sunday evenings at 6pm on 

Sunday, serving meals at 7.30pm
• Clearing up on Mondays, serving breakfast at 

7am and leaving Carpenters Arms by 8.30am
• Cooking 8 or 16 meals for serving at 7.30pm (8 

meat/8 vegetarian) any Sunday evening
• Help with weekly laundry
• Help us buy toiletries
If you can help with any of these, please do contact Fr 
Allen as soon as possible, ideally by e-mail!



Readings for Mass today
Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11
‘Console my people, console them’ says your God.
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her 
time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that 
she has received from the hand of the Lord double 
punishment for all her crimes.’
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the 
Lord. Make a straight highway for our God across the 
desert. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and 
hill be laid low. Let every cliff become a 
plain, and the ridges a valley; then the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all 
mankind shall see it; for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.’
Go up on a high mountain, joyful 
messenger to Zion. Shout with a loud 
voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 
Shout without fear, say to the towns of 
Judah, ‘Here is your God.’
Here is the Lord coming with power, his 
arm subduing all things to him. The prize 
of his victory is with him, his trophies all go 
before him. He is like a shepherd feeding his 
flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding 
them against his breast and leading to their 
rest the mother ewes.

Psalm 104:1-4, 24-30
Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how 
great you are.

Lord God, how great you are,
    clothed in majesty and glory,
wrapped in light as in a robe!
    You stretch out the heavens like a tent.
Above the rains you build your dwelling.
You make the clouds your chariot,
    you walk on the wings of the wind,
you make the winds your messengers
    and flashing fire your servant.
How many are your works, O Lord!
    In wisdom you have made them all.
    The earth is full of your riches.
There is the sea, vast and wide,
    with its moving swarms past counting,
    living things great and small.
All of these look to you
    to give them their food in due season.
You give it, they gather it up:
    you open your hand, they have their fill.
You hide your face, they are dismayed;
    you take back your spirit, they die.
You send forth your spirit, they are created;
    and you renew the face of the earth.

Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6
God’s grace has been revealed, and it has 
made salvation possible for the whole 
human race and taught us that what we have 
to do is to give up everything that does not 
lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; 
we must be self-restrained and live good and 
religious lives here in this present world, 
while we are waiting in hope for the blessing 
which will come with the Appearing of the 
glory of our great God and saviour Christ 
Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to 
set us free from all wickedness and to purify 
a people so that it could be his very own and 
would have no ambition except to do good.

But when the kindness and love of God 
our saviour for mankind were revealed, it 
was not because he was concerned with 
any righteous actions we might have done 
ourselves; it was for no reason except his 
own compassion that he saved us, by means 
of the cleansing water of rebirth and by 
renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he 
has so generously poured over us through 

Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this so that we should be 
justified by his grace, to become heirs looking forward to 
inheriting eternal life.

Gospel Acclamation:
Someone is coming, said John, someone greater than I. 
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

Luke 3:15-16,21-22
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, 
who were beginning to think that John might be the 
Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you 
with water, but someone is coming, someone who is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the 
strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. Now when all the people had been 
baptised and while Jesus after his own baptism was at 
prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit descended on 
him in bodily shape, like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on 
you.’
The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

Open the heavens, almighty Father, 
and pour out your Spirit 
upon your people gathered in prayer.
Renew the power of our baptismal cleansing 
and fill us with zeal for good deeds. 
Le tus hear your voice once again, 
that we may recognise in your beloved Son 
our hope of inherint eternal life.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
© 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
The readings are Isaiah 62:1-5 / Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 
7-8, 9-10 / 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 / John 2:1-11


