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Memorial Acclamation

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess  
your Resurrection until you come again. 

Gospel Acclamation

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us/grant us peace.

How is the season of Lent going 
for you? What are the faults and 
failings you are noticing? What 
are the opportunities for doing 
good and loving that impress 

themselves on you? We may not be better (yet!) at 
avoiding the wrong and achieving the good but if try-
ing to keep Lent if bringing to us new awareness of 
what might be done, then we have something to work 
to with greater purpose. We also, and especially, have 
something to bring to our prayerful reflection before 
God, asking for his help. Alone, we can 
do little. With God, we can do wonders.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come  
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed

Holy

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.Heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 
the highest.Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrating the Sacrament of Penance

Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield, Thurs 17th March, 7pm
St Nicholas, Boldmere, Saturday 19th March at 12.30pm

Holy Cross, Walmley, Monday 21st March at 7pm
Erdington Abbey, Tuesday 22nd March at 7.30pm

You might like to make a note of these 
opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament.  

NB ‘different’ day/time here at St Nicholas parish.

Boldmere Night Shelter 
opens this Sunday for the 1st of 6 sessions. Thank 
you to all who have volunteered, provided financial 
support, donated bedding etc. - and those who are 
praying for the work and care we are offering to help 
the homeless.



During Lent we think of Our Lord’s forty days and 
nights in the wilderness; a time that was without 
doubt hard and difficult for him. 

For each of 40 nights this Lent there will be within our Archdiocese 
young people who will be homeless and vulnerable. But also for each 
of the 40 nights of Lent there will be people, through the Depaul 
Nightstop scheme, who will welcome young people into their homes, 
give them a meal and a warm and safe bed for the night. 
It would be a wonderful way of keeping Lent this year if our parish 
could raise enough money, through our private Lenten Penances, to 
give 40 nights shelter to a young person – that is 40 nights at £15.00 
per night or £600 for the 40 days
The Offertory Collection on Maundy Thursday will be an opportunity 
for anyone who wishes to make their private donation to our 
parish Lenten Alms collection donation to be made.

uk.depaulcharity.org/NightstopUK

We are in urgent need of people to join 
the team who lead the Liturgy of the 
Word with young children during Mass.
Presently we offer the Liturgy regularly at 
the Sunday morning Masses, but it would 
be good to extend the provision to young 

children - 4-7 yrs old - at the 6pm Mass on Saturday also. 
But unless we manage to recruit another 8 or so volunteers we will not 
be able to do that and after Easter will have to cut back on the present 
provision on Sunday mornings too. If you are interested in learning 
more please contact Fr Allen who will invite you to an introductory 
meeting being arranged during Lent.

Children’s  
Liturgy  
of the Word

Lent        
              2016

Parish News & Events
CAFOD Lenten Fast Day Collection Friday was 
CAFOD  Lent Family Fast Day. All were invited to 
fast, doing without one meal in solidarity with the 
poor, and as a spiritual offering to God who shares 
with us so many blessings. If you missed it, why  not  
keep another day as your Fast Day - doing so as a 
family, as an individual. There is a retiring collection 
today so we might share something of what we 
saved by our fasting with those whose well-being 
and security is much more precarious.  For more 
information see the Parish Blog or CAFOD’s website.
Toddlers’ Prayer 15 mins @ 9.15am, Tuesday. 
Coffee morning After 10am Mass, Tuesday.
Knit&Natter Thurs 2-4pm, Benedict Rm.  All welcome.
Baptism Preparation  The next parish Baptism 
preparation course begins on Sat 27th February  
(11.30-12.30) in the Benedict Room (behind the 
church) Those attending should contact Fr Allen 
beforehand. 

Masses   Week of the 2nd Sunday of Lent
S 20 1800

2nd Sunday of Lent
Psalter II

David Hannon RD

Su 21 0900
1100

Jerry Ford RIP (Seagar)
Mary O’Mahoney (Eagen)

M 22 0930 Chair of St Peter Ints of McCallen family

T 23 1000 Bert Fendon

W 24 0930 Fred Rhodes & O’Mara family RIP

Th 25 1100 Marie Prestage RD

F 26 1900 Robert McWilliams RIP  (McWilliams)

S 27 1800
3rd Sunday of Lent
Psalter III

Mary Agnes Jones RIP (Shiel)

Su 28 0900
1100

Peace in Middle East
Luca Atzari RIP (Barnett)

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Evening Prayer, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6-7pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement.

Nourishing prayer at home: livingeucharist.wordpress.com/

Please pray for sick parishioners including David Freeman, 
Ernest Handscomb, Pauline Venables; Tess Carneiro; Anna Smith; 
Anne Gallagher; Bernie Morton; Joan James; Bridie Moffitt; Lea Burke; 
Mary Burgess; Kathleen Cecil; Ron & Elfreda Walk; Audrey Waterson; 
Brenda Davies; Sarah Johnston; Doreen Jones; Simon Gallagher; Tony 
Lawlor; Timothy O’Regan; Michael McDermott; Rachael Gallagher; 
Mary Gilnagh; Michael Green; Pat Wenbeck, Joseph Steer. Please 
pray for the dead including Marie Prestage whose funeral Mass is 
on Thursday at 11am and Rosemarie Robinson whose funeral Mass 
is here on Wednesday 9th at 11.30am, and for Frank Murnane, Emily 
Zytkiewicz, Ray Simmonds and all whose anniversaries are at this 
time. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon them.

Do you have intentions that you would like 
offered at the Tomb of St Peter in Rome?  
Or carried through the Holy Door of Mercy?
Our parish pilgrimage to Rome is next week. So 
if you have prayers or intentions that you would 

like presenting at Rome, please 
place them in a sealed envelope 
(just the intentions, no money 
please!) and pass them to 
Fr Allen next Sunday. Your 
intentions will be remembered 
at Mass at St Peter’s.

Looking forward to Easter? Why not make it 
a time to explore the place of prayer in your life.

The plan is to have a Landmarks Group 
meeting on the Sundays of Easter from 5pm to 
6pm. Come, and bring a friend....
The group will read and practice prayer, using 
the book Landmarks by Margaret Silf.
Landmarks is a book for the heart’s journey. 
Written out of the author’s own prayer and 
lived experience, and inspired by her practical 
explorations of the insights of St Ignatius Loyola, 
it opens up questions which concern us all:
• How can we recognise God’s ceaseless action 

in our lives and begin to discern his will?
• What does ‘fallenness’ mean for us today?
• How can we live true to ourselves and 

make decisions in freedom?
• How do we penetrate our deepest desires 

and become free of the lesser attachments 
that obstruct them?

Big questions - but as Margaret Silf shows, there 
are clues to be discovered in every moment 
and situation: at home, at work, in the garden, 
in the market, in the bath!
Landmarks will help us discover and deepen our 
individual journeys. Written for both groups and 
individuals, it is illustrated with drawings and 
diagrams, and contains exercises and suggestions 
for prayer and reflection. Be warned, however. 
Landmarks is not for armchair pilgrims. It is for 
People of the Way.



The Pope’s Intentions:   
February
Care for Creation: That we may take 
good care of creation–a gift freely giv-
en–cultivating and 
protecting it for fu-
ture generations.

Asia: That opportu-
nities may increase 
for dialogue and 
encounter between 
the Christian 
faith and the 
peoples of 
Asia.

Reflecting on God’s Mercy.
The exhortation which the Lord addresses to us through the 
prophet Joel is strong and clear: ‘Return to me with all your 
heart’ (Joel 2.12). Why must we return to God? Because 
something is not right in us, not right in society, in the Church, 
and we need to change, to give it a new direction. And this is 
called needing to convert!
Once again Lent comes to make its prophetic appeal, to remind 
us that it is possible to create something new within ourselves 
and around us, simply because God is faithful, always faithful, 
for he cannot deny himself, he continues to be rich in goodness 
and mercy, and his always ready to forgive and start afresh. 
With this filial confidence, let us set out on the journey!

Pope Francis. Homily, March 4 2014.
Reflection: What’s not right with you at the moment? Do you want to 
return to God with all your heart in this area? Do you trust that he can create 
something new in your life?
Taken from A Year of Mercy with Pope Francis: Daily Reflections -published by Our Sunday Visitor.  
It is available for £12.99 from St Paul’s Bookshop, (next to St Chad’s Cathedral)

Women’s World Day Of Prayer 4th 
March 10.30am here at St Nicholas. 
Churches Together visit to Bosworth 
Battlefield, Richard III Visitor Centre 
And Leicester Cathedral. Tues 12 April.  
Details on noticeboard.
Exposition & Benediction, and 
Evening Prayer Next Sunday 6-7pm.

Deanery News 
Lent Lecture by Andrew Mitchell MP: 
What can Britain do to help refugees? 
Sutton Coldfield Baptist Church, B72 
1TA. Thurs 17th March at 8pm 

Other News & Events
Justice & Peace Retreat Day at Oscott 
College. Saturday 5 March, 10.30 to 
4.30, with Vigil Mass for Sunday. Led 
by Fr Hugh Sinclair, Spiritual Director at 
Oscott College. Cost £10. Please bring 
a shared Lunch. Booking form at www.
birminghamdiocese.org.uk/caritas/events  
Stress in Your Marriage? Retrouvaille 
is a programme for married couples 
that feel bored, frustrated, or angry 
in their marriage. Some experience 
coldness and simply shut down. Others 
experience conflict and arguments in 
their relationship. Most don’t know 
how to change the situation or even 

The Bigger Picture...
Hear the Bible better: Join with 
others to deepen your knowledge 
and love for Holy Scriptures.
Bigger Picture - a progressive read 
through Salvation History - how God 
seeks to draw us and all into life at 
one with him. Next meeting: Weds 
9th March in Benedict Room. In 
preparation for the meeting, please 
read chapters 19-40 of Exodus And 
please bring your Bible to the meeting. 
Divine 
Reading 
(Lectio Divina) 
- quiet prayer 
and reflection 
for an hour 
each 3rd Weds 
at 7.30pm in 
Benedict Room. 
Next meeting 
16th March. 

communicate with their spouse about it. 
This program has helped 10s of 1000s of 
couples experiencing marital difficulty at 
all levels including disillusionment and 
deep misery. For confidential information 
about or to register for the programme in 
Hatfield, commencing with a residential 
weekend on 11th -13th March 2016, 
please visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk ; 
call or text 0788 729 6983 /0797 338 
0443 or email info@retrouvaille.org.uk

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 2016
Sat 28 May to Fri/Sat 3/4 June

There are two choices 
of travel: A) By Coach 
all the way from 
various points in the 
Diocese to Lourdes via 
the short sea crossing 
Dover/Calais. B) By 
Air from Birmingham 
International Airport 
to Lourdes.

• Coach Section: Fares from: £407
• Air Section: Fares from: £695
Forms are available from Tangney 
Tours (01732 886666) and www.
tangney-tours.com

Society of St Vincent de Paul
The SVP are holding a raffle. Tickets 
are 50p each and the top three prizes 
are £3,000, £2,000 and £1,000 with 
ten prizes of £100 
and ten prizes of 
£50.
Tickets will be on 
sale after all Masses 
next weekend.

Praying for the Canonisation  
of Blessed Domenic Barberi 

Archbishop Bernard Longley invites the 
Archdiocese to a Novena of Prayer for 
the Canonisation of Blessed Domenic.
The Novena begins on Fri 26 Feb 
and ends on Sat 5 March when the 
Archbishop will celebrate a Mass for 
Blessed Dominic’s Canonisation at the 
Passionist Basilica of St John and St 
Paul in Rome.

Prayer to be used each day:
O God,  
who so lovingly raised Blessed Dominic  
to the heights of holiness, learning  
and apostolic zeal  
and made him a powerful minister  
of your mercy, 
listen to our humble request.
We pray that you will in your goodness, 
grant a miracle through the intercession  
of Blessed Dominic,  
so that the Church may further honour 
him on earth  
and that many more people  
will come to know and invoke the help  
of this faithful servant of the Church.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. 
Amen.
Mary, Mother of Mercy: pray for us.
Blessed Dominic Barberi: Pray for us.
Blessed John Henry Newman: Pray for us.

Bd Dominic & Venerable Catherine McCauley 
(founder of the Sisters of Mercy) are 
Archdiocesan co-patrons of the Year of Mercy.



Readings for Mass today
Genesis 15:5-12,17-18
Taking Abram outside, the Lord said, ‘Look up to 
heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will be 
your descendants.’ Abram put his faith in the Lord, 
who counted this as making him justified.
‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought you 
out of Ur of the Chaldaeans to make you heir to this 
land.’ ‘My Lord,’ Abram replied ‘how am I to know 
that I shall inherit it?’ He said to him, ‘Get me a 
three-year-old heifer, a three-
year-old goat, a three-year-old 
ram, a turtledove and a young 
pigeon.’ He brought him all 
these, cut them in half and put 
half on one side and half facing 
it on the other; but the birds he 
did not cut in half. Birds of prey 
came down on the carcases but 
Abram drove them off.
When the sun had set and 
darkness had fallen, there 
appeared a smoking furnace and 
a firebrand that went between the 
halves. That day the Lord made a 
Covenant with Abram in these 
terms: ‘To your descendants I 
give this land, from the wadi of 
Egypt to the Great River.’

Psalm 90:1-2,10-15
The Lord is my light and my help.
The Lord is my light and my help;  
 whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
    before whom shall I shrink?
O Lord, hear my voice when I call;
    have mercy and answer.
Of you my heart has spoken:
    ‘Seek his face.’
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;
    hide not your face.
Dismiss not your servant in anger;
    you have been my help.
I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness
    in the land of the living.
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart.
    Hope in the Lord!

Philippians 3:17-4:1
My brothers, be united in following my rule of life. 
Take as your models everybody who is already doing 
this and study them as you used to study us. I have 
told you often, and I repeat it today with tears, there 
are many who are behaving as the enemies of the 
cross of Christ. They are destined to be lost. They make 

foods into their god and they 
are proudest of something they 
ought to think shameful; the 
things they think important 
are earthly things. For us, 
our homeland is in heaven, 
and from heaven comes the 
saviour we are waiting for, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and he will 
transfigure these wretched 
bodies of ours into copies of 
his glorious body. He will do 
that by the same power with 
which he can subdue the whole 
universe.
So then, my brothers and dear 
friends, do not give way but 
remain faithful in the Lord. I miss 
you very much, dear friends; you 
are my joy and my crown.

Gospel Acclamation
From the bright cloud the Father’s voice was heard: 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’

Luke 9:28-36
Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and 
went up the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the 
aspect of his face was changed and his clothing 
became brilliant as lightning. Suddenly there were 
two men there talking to him; they were Moses and 
Elijah appearing in glory, and they were speaking of 
his passing which he was to accomplish in Jerusalem. 
Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep, but 
they kept awake and saw his glory and the two men 
standing with him. As these were leaving him, Peter 
said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful for us to be here; 
so let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.’ – He did not know what he was 
saying. As he spoke, a cloud came and covered them 
with shadow; and when they went into the cloud 
the disciples were afraid. And a voice came from 
the cloud saying, ‘This is my Son, the Chosen One. 
Listen to him.’ And after the voice had spoken, Jesus 
was found alone. The disciples kept silence and, at 
that time, told no one what they had seen.

The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

God of the covenant, 
your presence fills us with awe, 
your word gives us unshakable hope.
Fix in our hearts 
the image of your Son in glory, 
that, sustained on the path of discipleship, 
we may pass over with him to newness of life
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
© 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the 3rd Sunday of Lent
The readings are Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 / Psalm 103: 
1-4, 6-8, 11/ 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 / Luke 13:1-9

The Transfiguration: Eglise St Jean de Malta, Aix en Provence.


