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Memorial Acclamation

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess  
your Resurrection until you come again. 

Gospel Acclamation

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us/grant us peace.

Last Sunday, as a result of all sorts 
of support from our parish and our 
neighbours, the Boldmere Night 

Shelter opened its doors for the first time. 12 men 
were warmly welcomed and given a good meal, 
time and space to relax, a warm and good night’s 
sleep and a healthy breakfast. We have another 5 
weeks to go, but the venture got off to a good start. 
I expect we all regularly see homeless and needy 
people on the streets, both in Boldmere and Sut-
ton Coldfield and in their numbers in Birmingham. 
I am sure we all find it shocking and disturbing that 
people find themselves in this situation. But on the 
street we can quite easily pass on and forget.
It was all the more unsettling to spend 12 hours in 
the company of these very decent, pleasant men. 
In some ways it was like an extended time of Expo-
sition, or Passion Service: 12 hours in the presence 
of people who Jesus teaches us to see as himself, to 
treat as we would wanht to treat him.
It was a painful reminder of the cost of public aus-
terity policy, and the need for something more to 
address the present need of our neigh-
bours/our Lord.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come  
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed

Holy

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.Heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 
the highest.Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrating the Sacrament of Penance

Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield, Thurs 17th March, 7pm
St Nicholas, Boldmere, Saturday 19th March at 12.30pm

Holy Cross, Walmley, Monday 21st March at 7pm
Erdington Abbey, Tuesday 22nd March at 7.30pm



During Lent we think of Our Lord’s forty days and 
nights in the wilderness; a time that was without 
doubt hard and difficult for him. 

For each of 40 nights this Lent there will be within our Archdiocese 
young people who will be homeless and vulnerable. But also for each of 
the 40 nights of Lent there will be people, through the Depaul Nightstop 
scheme, who will welcome young people into their homes, give them a 
meal and a warm and safe bed for the night. 
It would be a wonderful way of keeping Lent this year if our parish 
could raise enough money, through our private Lenten Penances, to 
give 40 nights shelter to a young person – that is 40 nights at £15.00 
per night or £600 for the 40 days
The Offertory Collection on Maundy Thursday will be an opportunity 
for anyone who wishes to make their private donation to our parish 
Lenten Alms collection donation to be made.

uk.depaulcharity.org/NightstopUK

Lent        
              2016

Masses   Week of the 3rd Sunday of Lent
S 27 1800

3rd Sunday of Lent
Psalter III

Mary Agnes Jones RIP (Shiel)

Su 28 0900
1100

Peace in Middle East
Luca Atzari RIP (Barnett)

M 29 0930 Chair of St Peter Marie Cox RIP (Williams)

T 1 St David

W 2 St Chad

Th 3

F 4

S 5 1800
4th Sunday of Lent
Psalter IV

Una Mannion RD (Gill)

Su 6 0900
1100

Frank Ward RIP (Ward)
Maura Nolan RD (Duignan)

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Evening Prayer, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6-7pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement.

Nourishing prayer at home: livingeucharist.wordpress.com/

Please pray for sick parishioners including Margaret Knowles, 
David Freeman, Ernest Handscomb, Pauline Venables; Tess Carneiro; 
Anna Smith; Anne Gallagher; Bernie Morton; Joan James; Bridie 
Moffitt; Lea Burke; Mary Burgess; Kathleen Cecil; Ron & Elfreda 
Walk; Audrey Waterson; Brenda Davies; Sarah Johnston; Doreen 
Jones; Simon Gallagher; Tony Lawlor; Timothy O’Regan; Michael 
McDermott; Rachael Gallagher; Mary Gilnagh; Michael Green; 
Pat Wenbeck, Joseph Steer. Please pray for the dead including 
Rosemarie Robinson whose funeral Mass is here on Wednesday 9th 
at 11.30am, and for John Banks, Margaret Farrell and Christopher 
Coxall and all whose anniversaries are at this time. Eternal rest grant 
unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Pray for the Canonisation  
of Blessed Dominic Barberi 

The Novena began on Fri 26 Feb and ends on 
Sat 5 March when the Archbishop will celebrate 
a Mass for Blessed Dominic’s Canonisation at the 
Passionist Basilica of St John and St Paul in Rome.

Prayer to be used each day:
O God, who so lovingly raised Blessed Dominic  
to the heights of holiness,  
learning and apostolic zeal  
and made him a powerful minister of your 
mercy, 
listen to our humble request.
We pray that you will in your goodness, grant 
a miracle through the intercession  
of Blessed Dominic,  
so that the Church may further honour him on 
earth  
and that many more people  
will come to know and invoke the help  
of this faithful servant of the Church.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
• Mary, Mother of Mercy: pray for us.
• Blessed Dominic Barberi: Pray for us.
• Blessed John Henry Newman: Pray for us.

Bd Dominic & Venerable Catherine McCauley (founder 
of the Sisters of Mercy) are Archdiocesan co-patrons of 
the Year of Mercy.

Do you have intentions that you would like 
offered at the Tomb of St Peter in Rome?  
Or carried through the Holy Door of Mercy?
Our parish pilgrimage to Rome is next week. 
So if you have prayers or intentions that you 

would like presenting at Rome, 
please place them in a sealed 
envelope (just the intentions, 
no money please!) and pass 
them to Fr Allen today. Your 
intentions will be remembered 
at Mass at St Peter’s.

24 hours for the Lord - a day for the Year of Mercy
Maryvale House, Old Oscott Hill, Birmingham, B44 9AG

Friday 4th March
07.30    Morning Mass
8am-8pm  Adoration
8pm  First Friday Mass 

Saturday  5th March
07.30   Morning Mass
8am - 8pm   Adoration/Benediction

Confession will be available on request during this period.
Maryvale would be very grateful if parishioners could commit to a half-
hour or hour’s slot during either day. If you can please let them know in 
advance, so that we can ensure that 
the Blessed Sacrament is attended at 
all times.  This is specially requested 
for the Saturday.  If you can help 
please email Rev. Mother on 
mothergiacomina@maryvale.ac.uk

St Patrick’s Night Celebrations
March 12th, in the Carpenters Arms,  

starting after the 6pm Mass.

A free night of fun... 
If you would like to join in this happy parish event 
please sign up on the sheet in the porch, and 

collect one of the tickets 
being handed out at 
each of the Masses this 

weekend and next.
Food is available, but if you 
wish to donate additional 

food, please sign up in 
the porch.

Soft drinks will be 
available on the 
night - if you 
want a drop 
of something 
harder, please 
bring your 
own bottle.



The Pope’s Intentions:   
March
Families in Difficulty: That families in 
need may receive the necessary sup-
port and that children may grow up in 
healthy and peaceful environments.
Persecuted Christians: That those 
Christians who, 
on account of their 
faith, are discrimi-
nated against or are 
being persecuted, 
may remain strong 
and faithful to the 
Gospel, thanks to 
the incessant 
prayer of the 
Church.

Reflecting on God’s Mercy.
By making himself poor, Jesus did not seek poverty for its 

own sake but, as St Paul says, ‘ that by his poverty you 
might become rich.’ This is no mere play on words or a 
catchphrase. Rather it sums up God’s logic, the logic of 

love, the logic of the Incarnation and the Cross.
God did not let our salvation drop down from heaven, like 

someone who gives alms from their abundance out of a 
sense of altruism and piety. Christ’s love is different!... He 
did it to be among people who need forgiveness, among 

us sinners, and to take upon himself the burden of our 
sins. In this way he chose to comfort us, to save us, to free 

us from our misery.
Pope Francis. Lenten Message 2014.

Reflection: Jesus chose to give our salvation not as a gift from afar, but to 
save us by being among us. This Lent, how can you do the same? Where 
can you serve others in person rather than just giving from a distance.?
Taken from A Year of Mercy with Pope Francis: Daily Reflections -published by Our Sunday Visitor.  
It is available for £12.99 from St Paul’s Bookshop, (next to St Chad’s Cathedral)

Parish News & Events
Apologies there are fewer Masses during 
the week than usual due to Pilgrimage. 
Thank you to Fr John Udris who is able to 
celebrate Mass here on Monday.
The following two Tuesday mornings Fr 
Allen has meetings in Newcastle under 
Lyme and Birmingham with priests of 
the Diocese to introduce them to the 
newly published Orders of Matrimony 
and Confirmation. During those weeks 
Masses will be at more or less regular 
times except on Mondays when Mass 
will be at 10am and Tuesdays when the 
Masses will be at 8am. 
Next week: retiring collection for the 
maintenance of the Cathedral.
SVP Raffle tickets available after Mass.
Knit&Natter Thurs 2-4pm, Benedict Rm.  
All welcome.
Ladies Guild 8pm in the Benedict Room, 
2nd March.
Women’s World Day Of Prayer 4th 
March 10.30am here at St Nicholas. 
Celebrating Baptism 2nd Sunday of 
Easter at 3pm - short service to celebrate 

The Bigger Picture...
Hear the Bible better: Join with 
others to deepen your knowledge 
and love for Holy Scriptures.
Bigger Picture - a progressive read 
through Salvation History - how God 
seeks to draw us and all into life at 
one with him. Next meeting: Weds 
9th March in Benedict Room. In 
preparation for the meeting, please 
read chapters 19-40 of Exodus And 
please bring your Bible to the meeting. 
Divine 
Reading 
(Lectio Divina) 
- quiet prayer 
and reflection 
for an hour 
each 3rd Weds 
at 7.30pm in 
Benedict Room. 
Next meeting 
16th March. 

the baptism of all children of the parish 
baptised here or elsewhere in the last 
twelve months.
Churches Together visit to Bosworth 
Battlefield, Richard III Visitor Centre 
And Leicester Cathedral. Tues 12 April.  
Details on noticeboard.
Exposition/Benediction,/Evening 
Prayer This Sunday 5-6pm - NB time, 
due to Night shelter commitments.
First Holy Communion Pilgrimage 
St Chad’s weren’t able to get their 
act together to welcome us to the 
Cathedral, but Maryvale has generously 
welcomed us. Details on website!

Deanery News 
Lent Lecture by Andrew Mitchell MP: 
What can Britain do to help refugees? 
Sutton Coldfield Baptist Church, B72 
1TA. Thurs 17th March at 8pm 

Other News & Events
Justice & Peace Retreat Day at Oscott 
College. Saturday 5 March, 10.30 to 
4.30, with Vigil Mass for Sunday. Led 
by Fr Hugh Sinclair, Spiritual Director at 
Oscott College. Cost £10. Please bring 
a shared Lunch. Booking form at www.
birminghamdiocese.org.uk/caritas/events  
Stress in Your Marriage? Retrouvaille 
is a programme for married couples 
that feel bored, frustrated, or angry 
in their marriage. Some experience 
coldness and simply shut down. Others 
experience conflict and arguments in 
their relationship. Most don’t know 
how to change the situation or even 
communicate with their spouse about it. 
This program has helped 10s of 1000s of 
couples experiencing marital difficulty at 
all levels including disillusionment and 
deep misery. For confidential information 
about or to register for the programme in 
Hatfield, commencing with a residential 
weekend on 11th -13th March 2016, 
please visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk ; 
call or text 0788 729 6983 

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 2016
Sat 28 May to Fri/Sat 3/4 June

There are two choices 
of travel: A) By Coach 
all the way from 
various points in the 
Diocese to Lourdes via 
the short sea crossing 
Dover/Calais. B) By 
Air from Birmingham 
International Airport 
to Lourdes.

• Coach Section: Fares from: £407
• Air Section: Fares from: £695
Forms are available from Tangney 
Tours (01732 886666) and www.
tangney-tours.com

Year of Mercy Talks 2016
29th February.  
Mercy through the eyes of the Mystics. 
Canon John Udris
21 March  
Mercy Works.  
Sr Margaret Walsh IJS
11 April  
Mercy in the Scriptures.  
Fr Nicholas King SJ
9 May  
Kind Rules: Mercy & Code of Canon Law.  
Fr Raymond Corbett
16 June 
Mercy: key to Pope Francis’ reforms. 
Austen Ivereigh.

All talks begin at 8pm. 
Compline at 9pm.

No booking necessary. Free of 
charge. 

St Mary’s College,  
Oscott, Chester Rd, B73 5AA     

www.oscott.net



Readings for Mass today
Exodus 3:1-8,13-15
Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-
in-law priest of Midian. He led his flock to the far side 
of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
the shape of a flame of fire, coming from the middle of 
a bush. Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but 
it was not being burnt up. ‘I must go and look at this 
strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see why the bush is 
not burnt.’ Now the Lord saw him go forward to look, 
and God called to him from the middle of the bush. 
‘Moses, Moses!’ he said. ‘Here I am,’ Moses answered. 
‘Come no nearer,’ he said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the 
place on which you stand is holy ground. I am the 
God of your fathers,’ he said, ‘the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this Moses 
covered his face, afraid to look at God.
And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable state of 
my people in Egypt. I have heard their appeal to be 
free of their slave-drivers. Yes, I am well aware of their 
sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the hands of 
the Egyptians and bring them up out of that land to 
a land rich and broad, a land where milk and honey 
flow, the home of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites.’
Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons 
of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you.” But if they ask me what his name 
is, what am I to tell them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I 
Am who I Am. This’ he added ‘is what you must say 
to the sons of Israel: “I Am has sent me to you.”’ And 
God also said to Moses, ‘You are to say to the sons of 
Israel: “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
sent me to you.” This is my name for all time; by this 
name I shall be invoked for all generations to come.’

Psalm 90:1-2,10-15
The Lord is compassion and love.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord;  all my being, bless 
his holy name. My soul, give thanks to the Lord and 
never forget all his blessings.
It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every 
one of your ills, who redeems your life from the 
grave,     who crowns you with love and compassion.
The Lord does deeds of justice,     gives judgement for 
all who are oppressed. He made known his ways to 
Moses and his deeds to Israel’s sons.
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich 
in mercy. For as the heavens are high above the earth  so 
strong is his love for those who fear him.

1 Corinthians 10:1-6,10-12
I want to remind you, brothers, how our fathers 
were all guided by a cloud above them and how they 

all passed through the sea. They were all baptised 
into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the 
same spiritual food and all drank the same spiritual 
drink, since they all drank from the spiritual rock 
that followed them as they went, and that rock was 
Christ. In spite of this, most of them failed to please 
God and their corpses littered the desert.
These things all happened as warnings for us, not to 
have the wicked lusts for forbidden things that they 
had. You must never complain: some of them did, 
and they were killed by the Destroyer.
All this happened to them as a warning, and it was 
written down to be a lesson for us who are living at 
the end of the age. The man who thinks he is safe 
must be careful that he does not fall.

Gospel Acclamation: Repent, says the Lord,for the 
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.

Luke 13:1-9
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that 
of their sacrifices. At this he said to them, ‘Do you 
suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were 
greater sinners than any other Galileans? They were 
not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all 
perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the 
tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose 
that they were more guilty than all the other people 
living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; but 
unless you repent you will all perish as they did.’
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in 
his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but 
found none. He said to the man who looked after the 
vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have been 
coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and finding 
none. Cut it down: why should it be taking up the 
ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it one more year 
and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may 
bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down.”’

The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

God of salvation, 
we stand before you on holy ground, 
for your name is glorified 
and your mercy revealed 
wherever your mighty deeds are remembered. 
Since you are holy and forbearing, 
turn us from every rash and shallow judgment 
to seek the ways of repentence.  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
© 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the 4th Sunday of Lent
The readings are Joshua 5:9a, 10-12 / Psalm 34:2-3, 
4-5, 6-7 / 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 / Luke 15:1-3, 11-32


