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Introduction 

Sutton Pastors is a Sutton Coldfield Churches Together initiative that provides informal 

pastoral care in the night-life of Sutton Coldfield town centre where many hundreds gather 

to party and have a night out with friends.  Small teams are there on either a Friday or 

Saturday night from 10pm until about 2am.  They provide hot drinks, water and sweets and 

time to chat.  As contacts realise we are volunteers there to help they sometimes share 

personal concerns and may have searching questions about life and its mishaps.  Most weeks 

we have significant conversations with one or more of those we meet.   While we walk 

around the town centre we keep an eye out for vulnerable people.  We build relationships 

with door staff and promoters and bin glass bottles that could become weapons in a brawl.  

Flip flops are available to protect the bare feet of women who have had to take off their high 

heels.  We have cards available for prayer requests and they are passed on to the Pastors’ 

prayer team. 

Volunteers 

We are only a small team and have had no new recruits in the last year so sometimes struggle 

to get a full team of four together.  We can provide a service with two people so there have 

been only seven occasions when we have not had a team at all. 

Our work has featured in a number of the town churches’ newsletters and we have had the 

opportunity to speak about Sutton Pastors at a number of church meetings. 

Impact 

Our role in the town centre is appreciated by the town centre businesses and has been part 

of the reasons for the award of a Purple Flag to the town’s night time economy.  This award 

recognises the provision of, ‘a vibrant and diverse mix of dining, entertainment and culture 

while promoting the safety and wellbeing of visitors and local residents.’ for more 

information see http://suttoncoldfieldlocal.co.uk/purple-flag-award-205302/. 

Here are some stories that illustrate what we do. 

One big encouragement to thank the Lord for, is the growing trust and friendship we have 
with a number of our street people (not all are homeless but all have a lifestyle out on the 
streets).  They look out for us, greet us warmly, some confide in us and may ask for help.  We 
have been able to pray with some and this seems to be appreciated.  Providing sleeping bags, 
footwear, coats etc seems to help, though this is only occasional.  We use what is available 

http://suttoncoldfieldlocal.co.uk/purple-flag-award-205302/


at church’s clothes store but if necessary we buy what is needed using SuP funds that have 
been provided by our ‘customers.’ 

A used to keep his distance and was reported by his friends to speak disparagingly about 

Christians but after some help, especially the provision of a coat for his dog in the very cold 

winter, he became much more friendly, he stopped for a coffee and shook hands!  Then he 

took a big step further and asked for prayer.  Latterly he has had health and housing 

problems.  He has appreciated our support but has not accepted all our suggestions; well, 

not yet! 

B has some knowledge of the Bible and asks for Christian testimony books to read.  He reads 

them and then shares them with his friends. 

C was walking past on his way home after a night out and stopped as he recognised a 

volunteer he had spoken to a few weeks before.  He again shared his story of his wife’s battle 

with cancer that had seriously disrupted their family and work life.  He was offered pray and 

he asked the volunteers to gather round and pray for him.  He was clearly moved and said 

he felt peace and warmth come over him.  It is not often we have an experience like that. 

Statistics 

In the past 12 months, Sutton Pastors have given out about 690 drinks of coffee, tea, 

chocolate, Bovril or water, 31 pairs of flip-flops and innumerable sweets.  We binned about 

490 bottles that were potential weapons. 

Finances 

We try to refuse donations but some of our contacts are persistent and it would be 

ungracious to refuse.  The £241.32 we have been given covers the supply of drinks, sweets, 

flip-flops etc.  The association of town centre businesses appreciates our presence and 

expresses this by paying the £340.16 cost of our public liability insurance.  We have not had 

to call on the funds Churches Together in the town centre had set aside for our needs. 

 

Are you interested? 

Serving with Sutton Pastors is open to 

members of the churches in Sutton Coldfield 

with the approval of their minister.  If you 

would like to know more, join us on a ‘taster’ 

night and if you like it (and survive the next 

day) become a volunteer, or join our prayer 

partners.  For more information call/text 

Frank Cole on 09764 090954 or email 

suttonpastors@gmail.com. 
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