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 For each set of Mysteries there is an extract from Pope John Paul’s 

Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae. 

 A brief extract from the same letter introduces each individual 

mystery, and then there follows is a scripture passage. In almost all 

cases this scripture text is taken from the Lectionary for the 

appropriate Liturgical feast. 



THE MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY 

The Joyful Mysteries 

The Annunciation of the Lord 

The Visitation of the Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 

The Nativity of the Lord 

The Presentation of the Lord 

The Finding of the Lord in the Temple 

The Mysteries of Light 

The Baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 

The Sign of the Wedding Feast of Cana 

The Preaching of the Kingdom 

The Transfiguration 

The Institution of the Eucharist 

The Sorrowful Mysteries 

The Agony in the Garden 

The Scourging at the Pillar 

The Carrying of the Cross 

The Crowning with Thorns 

The Crucifixion of the Lord 

The Glorious Mysteries 

The Resurrection of the Lord 

The Ascension of the Lord 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 

The Assumption of the Virgin Mary into Heaven 

The Coronation of Mary as Queen of Heaven. 

 

 



The Joyful Mysteries 

To meditate upon the “joyful” mysteries is to enter into the ultimate 

causes and the deepest meaning of Christian joy. It is to focus on the 

realism of the mystery of the Incarnation and on the obscure 

foreshadowing of the mystery of the saving Passion. Mary leads us to 

discover the secret of Christian joy, reminding us that Christianity is, first 

and foremost, euangelion, “good news”, which has as its heart and its 

whole content the person of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, the one 
Saviour of the world. 

The Annunciation of the Lord 

The first five decades, the “joyful mysteries”, are marked by the joy 

radiating from the event of the Incarnation. This is clear from the very 

first mystery, the Annunciation, where Gabriel's greeting to the Virgin of 

Nazareth is linked to an invitation to messianic joy: “Rejoice, Mary”. 

The whole of salvation history, in some sense the entire history of the 

world, has led up to this greeting. If it is the Father's plan to unite all 

things in Christ (cf. Eph 1:10), then the whole of the universe is in some 

way touched by the divine favour with which the Father looks upon Mary 

and makes her the Mother of his Son. The whole of humanity, in turn, is 

embraced by the fiat with which she readily agrees to the will of God.   

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth,  

to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David;  

and the virgin's name was Mary.  

He went in and said to her,  

"Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you."  

She was deeply disturbed by these words  

and asked herself what this greeting could mean,  

but the angel said to her,  

"Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's favour.  

Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son,  

and you must name him Jesus.  

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High.  

The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David;  

he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever  

and his reign will have no end."  

Mary said to the angel, "But how can this come about, since I am a 

virgin?"   

"The Holy Spirit will come upon you," the angel answered,  

"and the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow.  



And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of god.  

Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age,  

herself conceived a son,  

and she whom people call barren is now in her sixth month,  

for nothing is impossible to God."  

"I am the handmaid of the Lord," said Mary,  

"let what you have said be done to me."  

And the angel left her.  

Luke 1:26-38 



The Visitation of the Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 

Exultation is the keynote of the encounter with Elizabeth,  

where the sound of Mary's voice and the presence of Christ in her womb  

cause John to “leap for joy” (cf. Lk 1:44). 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill 

country of Judah. She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth.  

Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting,  

the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  

She gave a loud cry and said,  

"Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb.  

Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord?  

For the moment your greeting reached my ears,  

the child in my womb leapt for joy.  

Yes, blessed is she who believed  

that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled." 

And Mary said: 

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 

and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 

because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 

Yes, from this day on all generations will call me blessed,  

for the Almighty has done great things for me. 

Holy is his name, 

and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. 

He has shown the power of his arm, 

he has routed the proud of heart. 

He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the 

lowly. 

The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty 

away. 

He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy 

-according to the promise he made to our ancestors- 

of his mercy to, Abraham and to his descendants for ever." 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home. 

   Luke 1.39-56 



The Nativity of the Lord 

Gladness also fills the scene in Bethlehem, when the birth of the divine 

Child, the Saviour of the world, is announced by the song of the angels 

and proclaimed to the shepherds as “news of great joy” (Lk 2:10). 

The time came for Mary to have her child,  

and she gave birth to a son, her first-born.  

She wrapped him in swaddling clothes,  

and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them at the inn.  

In the countryside close by  

there were shepherds who lived in the fields  

and took it in turns to watch their flocks during the night.  

The angel of the Lord appeared to them  

and the glory of the Lord shone round them.  

They were terrified,  

but the angel said,  

'Do not be afraid.  

Listen, I bring you news of great joy,  

a joy to be shared by the whole people.  

Today in the town of David a saviour has been born to you;  

he is Christ the Lord.’  

Luke 2.6-12  



The Presentation of the Lord  

The final two joyful mysteries point to the drama yet to come. The 

Presentation in the Temple not only expresses the joy of the Child's 

consecration and the ecstasy of the aged Simeon; it also records the 

prophecy that Christ will be a “sign of contradiction” for Israel and that 

a sword will pierce his mother's heart (cf Lk 2:34-35). 

In Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon.  

He was an upright and devout man;  

he looked forward to Israel's comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on 

him.  

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit  

that he would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord.  

Prompted by the spirit he came to the temple:  

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the 

Law required, he took him into his arms  

and he blessed God; and he said : 

 "Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, 

 just as you promised; 

 because my eyes have seen the salvation 

 which you have prepared for all the nations to see, 

 a light to enlighten the pagans 

 and the glory of your people Israel." 

As the child's father and mother stood there  

wondering at the things that were being said about him,  

Simeon blessed them  

and said to Mary his mother,  

"You see this child:  

he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel,  

destined to be a sign that is rejected  

- and a sword will pierce your own soul too –  

so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare."  

Luke 2:25-35  



The finding of the child Jesus in the Temple 

Joy mixed with drama marks the fifth mystery, the finding of the twelve-

year-old Jesus in the Temple. Here he appears in his divine wisdom as he 

listens and raises questions, already in effect one who “teaches”. The 

revelation of his mystery as the Son wholly dedicated to his Father's 

affairs proclaims the radical nature of the Gospel, in which even the 

closest of human relationships are challenged by the absolute demands of 

the Kingdom. Mary and Joseph, fearful and anxious, “did not 

understand” his words (Lk 2:50).  

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the 

Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up for the feast as 

usual.  

When they were on their way home after the feast,  

the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it.  

They assumed he was with the caravan,  

and it was only after a day's journey  

that they went to look for him among their relations and acquaintances.  

When they failed to find him  

they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. 

Three days later, they found him in the Temple,  

sitting among the doctors, listening to them, and asking questions;  

and all those who heard him were astounded at his intelligence and his 

replies.  

They were overcome when they saw him, and his mother said to him,  

'My child, why have you done this to us?  

See how worried your father and I have been, looking for you.'  

'Why were you looking for me?' he replied  

'Did you not know that I must be busy with my father's affairs?'  

But they did not understand what he meant. 

He then went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived under their 

authority.  

Luke 2:41-51 



The Mysteries of Light 
Moving on from the infancy and the hidden life in Nazareth to the public 

life of Jesus, our contemplation brings us to those mysteries which may 

be called in a special way “mysteries of light”. Certainly the whole 

mystery of Christ is a mystery of light. He is the “light of the world” (Jn 

8:12). Yet this truth emerges in a special way during the years of his 

public life, when he proclaims the Gospel of the Kingdom. Each of these 

mysteries is a revelation of the Kingdom now present in the very person 

of Jesus.  

The Baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan  

The Baptism in the Jordan is first of all a mystery of light. Here, as Christ 

descends into the waters, the innocent one who became “sin” for our 

sake (cf. 2Cor 5:21), the heavens open wide and the voice of the Father 

declares him the beloved Son (cf. Mt 3:17 and parallels), while the Spirit 

descends on him to invest him with the mission which he is to carry out. 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John.  

John tried to dissuade him.  

'It is I who need baptism from you,' he said,  

'and yet you come to me!'  

But Jesus replied, 'Leave it like this for the time being;  

it is fitting that we should in this way, do all the righteousness demands.'  

At this, John gave in to him. 

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the water,  

and suddenly the heavens opened  

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on 

him.  

And a voice spoke from heaven, 

'This is my Son, the beloved; my favour rests on him.' 

   Matthew 3:13-17 



The Sign at the Wedding Feast of Cana 

Another mystery of light is the first of the signs, given at Cana (cf. Jn 2:1- 

12), when Christ changes water into wine and opens the hearts of the 

disciples to faith, thanks to the intervention of Mary, the first among 

believers. 

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee.  

The mother of Jesus was there,  

and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited.  

When they ran out of wine,  

since the wine provided for the wedding was all finished,  

the mother of Jesus said to him, 'They have no wine.'  

Jesus said, 'Woman, why turn to me? My hour has not come yet.'  

His mother said to the servants, 'Do whatever he tells you.'  

There were six stone water jars standing there,  

meant for the ablutions that are customary among the Jews:  

each could hold twenty or thirty gallons.  

Jesus said to the servants. 'Fill the jars with water,'  

and they filled them to the brim.  

'Draw some out now' he told them 'and take it to the steward.'  

They did this;  

the steward tasted the water, and it had turned into wine.  

Having no idea where it came from  

- only the servants who had drawn the water knew –  

the steward called the bridegroom and said,  

'People generally serve the best wine first,  

and keep the cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty to drink;  

but you have kept the best wine till now.' 

This was the first of the signs given by Jesus: it was given at Cana in 

Galilee.  

He let his glory be seen, and his disciples believed in him.  

John 2:1-11 



The Preaching of the Kingdom 

Another mystery of light is the preaching by which Jesus proclaims the 

coming of the Kingdom of God, calls to conversion (cf.Mk 1:15) and 

forgives the sins of all who draw near to him in humble trust (cf. Mk 2:3-

13; Lk 7:47- 48): the inauguration of that ministry of mercy which he 

continues to exercise until the end of the world, particularly through the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation which he has entrusted to his Church (cf. Jn 

20:22-23). 

One of the Pharisees invited Jesus to a meal.  

When he arrived at the Pharisee's house and took his place at table,  

a woman came in, who had a bad name in the town.  

She had heard he was dining with the Pharisee  

and had brought with her an alabaster jar of ointment.  

She waited behind him at his feet, weeping,  

and her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them away with her hair;  

then she covered his feet with kisses and anointed them with the 

ointment. 

When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself,  

'If this man were a prophet,  

he would know who this woman is that is touching him  

and what a bad name she has.'  

Then Jesus took him up and said, 'Simon, I have something to say to you.'  

'Speak, Master,' was the reply.  

'There was once a creditor who had two men in his debt;  

one owed him five hundred denarii, the other fifty.  

They were unable to pay, so he pardoned them both.  

Which of them will love him more?'  

'The one who was pardoned more, I suppose,' answered Simon.  

Jesus said, 'You are right.' 

Then he turned to the woman.  

'Simon,' he said, 'you see this woman?  

I came into your house, and you poured no water over my feet,  

but she has poured out her tears over my feet and wiped them away with 

her hair.  

You gave me no kiss,  

but she has been covering my feet with kisses ever since I came in.  

You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 

ointment.  

For this reason I tell you that her sins, her many sins, must have been 

forgiven her,  



or she would not have shown such great love.  

It is the man who is forgiven little who shows little love.'  

Then he said to her, 'Your sins are forgiven.'  

Those who were with him at table began to say to themselves,  

'Who is this man, that he even forgives sins?'  

But he said to the woman, 'Your faith has saved you; go in peace.'  

Luke 7:36-50 



The Transfiguration 

The mystery of light par excellence is the Transfiguration, traditionally 

believed to have taken place on Mount Tabor. The glory of the Godhead 

shines forth from the face of Christ as the Father commands the 

astonished Apostles to “listen to him” (cf. Lk 9:35 and parallels) and to 

prepare to experience with him the agony of the Passion, so as to come 

with him to the joy of the Resurrection and a life transfigured by the Holy 

Spirit. 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James  

and went up the mountain to pray.  

As he prayed, the aspect of his face was changed  

and his clothing became brilliant as lightning.  

Suddenly there were two men there talking to him;  

they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory,  

and they were speaking of his passing which he was to accomplish in 

Jerusalem.  

Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep,  

but they kept awake and saw his glory  

and the two men standing with him.  

As these were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus,  

'Master, it is wonderful for us to be here;  

so let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.'  

- He did not know what he was saying.  

As he spoke, a cloud came and covered them with shadow;  

and when they went into the cloud the disciples were afraid.  

And a voice came from the cloud saying,  

'This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.'  

And after the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.  

The disciples kept silence and, at that time, told no one what they had 

seen. 

Luke 9:28-36 



The Institution of the Eucharist 

A final mystery of light is the institution of the Eucharist, in which Christ 

offers his body and blood as food under the signs of bread and wine, and 

testifies “to the end” his love for humanity (Jn 13:1), for whose salvation 

he will offer himself in sacrifice.  

When the hour came Jesus took his place at the table, and the apostles 

with him.  

And he said to them,  

'I have longed to eat this passover with you before I suffer;  

because, I tell you,  

I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.' 

Then, taking the cup, he gave thanks to them and said,  

'Take this and share it among you,  

because from now on, I tell you,  

I shall not drink wine until the kingdom of God comes.' 

Then he took some bread, and when he had given thanks,  

broke and gave it to them, saying,  

'This is my body which will be given for you; do this as a memorial of 

me.'  

He did the same with the cup after supper, and said,  

'This cup is the new covenant in my blood which will be poured out of 

you. 

'And yet, here with me on the tables is the hand of the man who betrays 

me.  

The Son of Man does indeed go to his fate even as it has been decreed,  

but alas for that man by whom he is betrayed!'  

And they began to ask one another  

which of them it could be who was to do this thing. 

A dispute arose also between them about which should be reckoned the 

greatest,  

but he said to them, 

'Among pagans it is the kings who lord it over them,  

and those who have authority over them are given the title Benefactor.  

This must not happen with you.  

No; the greatest among you must behave as if he were the youngest,  

the leader as if he were the one who serves.  

For who is the greater: the one at the table or the one who serves?  

The one at the table, surely?  

Yet here I am among you as the one who serves!  

   Luke 22.14-27 



The Sorrowful Mysteries 
The Gospels give great prominence to the sorrowful mysteries of Christ. 

From the beginning Christian piety, especially during the Lenten 

devotion of the Way of the Cross, has focused on the individual 

moments of the Passion, realizing that here is found the culmination of 

the revelation of God's love and the source of our salvation. The Rosary 

selects certain moments from the Passion, inviting the faithful to 

contemplate them in their hearts and to relive them.  

The sorrowful mysteries help the believer to relive the death of Jesus, to 

stand at the foot of the Cross beside Mary, to enter with her into the 

depths of God's love for man and to experience all its life-giving power.  

The Agony in the Garden 

The sequence of meditations begins with Gethsemane, where Christ 

experiences a moment of great anguish before the will of the Father, 

against which the weakness of the flesh would be tempted to rebel. There 

Jesus encounters all the temptations and confronts all the sins of 

humanity, in order to say to the Father: “Not my will but yours be done” 

(Lk 22:42 and parallels). This “Yes” of Christ reverses the “No” of our 

first parents in the Garden of Eden.  

Jesus left the upper room to make his way as usual to the Mount  of 

Olives,  

with the disciples following.  

When they reached the place he said to them,  

'Pray not to be put to the test.' 

Then he withdrew from them, about a stone's throw away,  

and knelt down and prayed, saying,  

'Father, if you are willing,  

take this cup away from me,  

nevertheless, let your will be mine.'  

Then the angel appeared to him,  

coming from heaven to give him strength.  

In his anguish he prayed even more earnestly,  

and his sweat fell to the ground like great drops of blood.  

When he rose from the prayer  

he went to his disciples  

and found them sleeping for sheer grief.  

He said to them, 'Why are you asleep?  

Get up and pray not to be put to the test.'  

   Luke 22.39-46 



The Scourging at the Pillar 

The cost of this faithfulness to the Father's will is made clear in the 

following mysteries; by his scourging, his carrying the Cross and his 

death on the Cross, the Lord is cast into the most abject suffering: Ecce 
homo! 

At festival time Pilate used to release a prisoner for the people,  

anyone they asked for.   

Now a man called Barabbas was then in prison  

with the rioters who had committed murder during the uprising.   

When the crowd went up and began to ask Pilate the customary favour,  

Pilate answered them, 'Do you want me release for you the king of the 

Jews?'  

For he realised it was out of jealousy  

that the chief priests had handed Jesus over.  

The chief priests, however, had incited the crowd to demand  

that he should release Barabbas for them instead.  

 

Then Pilate spoke again.  

'But in that case, what am I to do with the man you call king of the Jews?'  

They shouted back, 'Crucify him!'  

Pilate asked them, 'Why? What harm has he done?'  

But they shouted all the louder, 'Crucify him!'  

So Pilate, anxious to placate the crowd,  

released Barabbas for them and,  

having ordered Jesus to be scourged,  

handed him over to be crucified.  

   Mark 15.6-15 



The Crowning with Thorns 

To look upon the face of Christ, to recognize its mystery amid the daily 

events and the sufferings of his human life, and then to grasp the divine 

splendour definitively revealed in the Risen Lord, seated in glory at the 

right hand of the Father: this is the task of every follower of Christ and 

therefore the task of each one of us. In contemplating Christ's face we 

become open to receiving the mystery of Trinitarian life, experiencing 

ever anew the love of the Father and delighting in the joy of the Holy 

Spirit. Saint Paul's words can then be applied to us: “Beholding the glory 

of the Lord, we are being changed into his likeness, from one degree of 

glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2Cor 
3:18). 

The soldiers led him away to the inner part of the palace,  

that is, the Praetorium, and called the cohort together.  

They dressed him up in purple,  

twisted some thorns into a crown and put it on him,.  

And they began saluting him, 'Hail, king of the Jews!'  

They struck his head with a reed and spat on him;  

and they went down on their knees to do him homage.  

And when they had finished making fun of him,  

they took off the purple and dressed him in his own clothes. 

They led him out to crucify him.  

   Mark 15.16-20 



Jesus’ carrying the Cross 

“It is only in the mystery of the Word made flesh that the mystery of man 

is seen in its true light”. (Gaudium et Spes, 22) The Rosary helps to open 

up the way to this light. Following in the path of Christ, in whom man's 

path is “recapitulated”,
33

 revealed and redeemed, believers come face to 

face with the image of the true man. Contemplating Christ's birth, they 

learn of the sanctity of life; seeing the household of Nazareth, they learn 

the original truth of the family according to God's plan; listening to the 

Master in the mysteries of his public ministry, they find the light which 

leads them to enter the Kingdom of God; and following him on the way to 

Calvary, they learn the meaning of salvific suffering. Finally, 

contemplating Christ and his Blessed Mother in glory, they see the goal 

towards which each of us is called, if we allow ourselves to be healed and 

transformed by the Holy Spirit. It could be said that each mystery of the 
Rosary, carefully meditated, sheds light on the mystery of man.  

They led him out to crucify him.   

They enlisted a passer-by, Simon of Cyrene,  

father of Alexander and Rufus,  

who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross.   

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha,  

which means the place of the skull. 

They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he refused it.  

Then they crucified him, and shared out his clothing,  

casting lots to decide what each should get.   

It was the third hour when they crucified him.   

The inscription giving the charges against him read:  

'The King of the Jews'.  

And they crucified two robbers with him,  

one on his right and one on his left. 

The passers-by jeered at him;  

they shook their heads and said,  

'Aha! So you would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days!  

Then save yourself: come down from the cross!'  

The chief priests and the scribes mocked him among themselves in the 

same way. They said 'He saved others, he cannot save himself.  

Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the cross now,  

for us to see it and believe.'  

Even those who were crucified with him taunted him.  

   Mark 27.32-44 



Jesus’ Death on the Cross. 

This abject suffering reveals not only the love of God but also the 

meaning of man himself.  

Ecce homo: the meaning, origin and fulfilment of man is to be found in 

Christ, the God who humbles himself out of love “even unto death, death 

on a cross” (Phil 2:8).  

When the sixth hour came  

there was darkness over the whole land.  

And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice,  

'Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?'  

This means 'My God, my God, why have you deserted me?'  

When some of those who stood by heard this, they said,  

'Listen , he is calling on Elijah .'  

Someone ran and soaked a sponge in vinegar  

and, putting it on a reed, gave it him to drink saying,  

'Wait and see if Elijah will come to take him down.'  

But Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

And the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  

 

The centurion, who was standing in front of him,  

had seen how he had died,  

and he said,  

'In truth this man was a son of God.'  

   Mark 15.27-39 

 
 



The Glorious Mysteries 

“The contemplation of Christ's face cannot stop at the image of the 

Crucified One. He is the Risen One!” The Rosary has always expressed 

this knowledge born of faith and invited the believer to pass beyond the 

darkness of the Passion in order to gaze upon Christ's glory in the 

Resurrection and Ascension.  

The Resurrection  

Contemplating the Risen One, Christians rediscover the reasons for their 

own faith (cf. 1Cor 15:14) and relive the joy not only of those to whom 

Christ appeared–the Apostles, Mary Magdalene and the disciples on the 

road to Emmaus–but also the joy of Mary, who must have had an equally 

intense experience of the new life of her glorified Son.  

After the Sabbath, and towards dawn on the first day of the week,  

Mary of Magdala and the other Mary went to visit the sepulchre.  

And all at once there was a violent earthquake,  

for the angel of the Lord, descending from heaven,  

came and rolled away the stone and sat on it.  

His face was like lightening, his robe white as snow.  

The guards were so shaken, so frightened of him, that they were like dead 

men.  

But the angel spoke;  

and he said to the women,  

'There is no need for you to be afraid.  

I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  

He is not here, for he has risen,  

as he said he would come and see the place where he lay,  

then go quickly and tell his disciples,  

"He has risen from the dead and now he is going before you to Galilee;  

it is there you will see him."  

Now I have told you.'  

Filled with awe and great joy the women came quickly away from the 

tomb  

and ran to tell the disciples. 

And there, coming to meet them, was Jesus.  

'Greetings,' he said.  

And the women came up to him and, falling down before him, clasped his 

feet.  

Then Jesus said to them, 'Do not be afraid;  

go and tell my brothers that they must leave for Galilee;  

they will see me there.  

    Matthew 28:1-10 



The Ascension 

Contemplating Christ in glory, we see the goal towards which each of us 

is called, if we allow ourselves to be healed and transformed by the Holy 

Spirit.  

Jesus said to his disciples:  

'You see how it is written  

that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,  

and that, in his name,  

repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the 

nations,  

beginning from Jerusalem.  

You are witnesses to this. 

'And now I am sending down to you what the Father has promised.  

Stay in the city then, until you are clothed with the power from on high.' 

Then he took them out as far as the outskirts of Bethany,  

and lifting up his hands he blessed them.  

Now as he blessed them,  

he withdrew from them and was carried up to heaven.  

They worshipped him and then went back to Jerusalem full of joy;  

and they were continually in the Temple praising God.  

   Luke 24:46-53 



Pentecost 

At the centre of this unfolding sequence of the glory of the Son and the 

Mother, the Rosary sets before us the third glorious mystery, Pentecost, 

which reveals the face of the Church as a family gathered together with 

Mary, enlivened by the powerful outpouring of the Spirit and ready for 

the mission of evangelization. The contemplation of this scene, like that of 

the other glorious mysteries, ought to lead the faithful to an ever greater 

appreciation of their new life in Christ, lived in the heart of the Church, a 

life of which the scene of Pentecost itself is the great “icon”. The glorious 

mysteries thus lead the faithful to greater hope for the eschatological 

goal towards which they journey as members of the pilgrim People of 

God in history. This can only impel them to bear courageous witness to 

that “good news” which gives meaning to their entire existence. 

When Pentecost day came round,  

the apostles had all met in one room,  

when suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from 

heaven,  

the noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting;  

and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire;  

these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them.  

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit,  

and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of 

speech. 

Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under 

heaven,  

and at this sound they all assembled,  

each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language.  

They were amazed and astonished.  

“Surely”, they said, “all these men speaking are Galileans?  

How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own native 

language?  

Parthians, Medes and Elamites;  

people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia,  

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,  

Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene;  

as well as visitors from Rome - Jews and proselytes alike - Cretans and 

Arabs;  

we hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.”   

 

    Acts 2:1-11 



The Assumption  

In the Ascension, Christ was raised in glory to the right hand of the 

Father. Mary herself was raised to that same glory in the Assumption, 

enjoying beforehand, by a unique privilege, the destiny reserved for all 

the just at the resurrection of the dead.  

Christ has been raised from the dead,  

the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep.  

Death came through one man  

and in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come through one 

man.  

Just as all men die in Adam,  

so all men will be brought to life in Christ;  

but all of them in their proper order:  

Christ as the first-fruits  

and then, after the coming of Christ, those who belong to him.  

After that will come the end,  

when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father,  

having done away with every sovereignty, authority and power.  

For he must be king until he has put all his enemies under his feet  

and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is death,  

for everything is to be put under his feet  

- though when it is said that everything is subjected,  

this clearly cannot include the One who subjected everything to him.  

 

   1 Corinthians 15:20-26 



The Crowning of Mary as Queen of Heaven 

Crowned in glory–as she appears in the last glorious mystery–Mary 

shines forth as Queen of the Angels and Saints, the anticipation and the 

supreme realization of the eschatological state of the Church. 

Listen, O daughter. give ear to my words: 

forget your own people and your father’s house. 

So will the king desire your beauty: 

he is your Lord, pay homage to him. 

The daughter of the king is clothed with splendour, 

her robes embroidered with pearls set in gold. 

She is led to the king with her maiden companions. 

They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 

they pass within the palace of the king. 

Sons shall be yours in place of your fathers: 

you will make them princes over all the earth. 

    Psalm 44.11-12, 14-17 

 


